
Capitol Region Emergency Planning Committee 
RESF-8 Health and Medical 

January 6, 2016 
Regional Coordination Center 

Manchester, Connecticut 
 
 
Members Present: See attached attendance list, pages 3-4 
 
David Koscuk opened the meeting at 9:42 a.m. 
 
Those present introduced themselves. 
 
Ms. McCormack reported on Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) activity:  A meeting is scheduled 
this evening in Hartford.  MRC is planning to participate in the next Region 3 exercise.  A meeting 
is planned with officials of the Hartford Marathon to plan for participation in an exercise.   
 
Ms. Morris gave a report on EMS:  Notification has been made that on June 30 the Colchester 
(KX) Communications Center will close.  The State Police which owns the building, wants to close 
it, and there is no other nearby location for KX to move to.  The functions of CMED and 
emergency service dispatch for up to 12 of its communities will be shifted to other nearby centers.  
Some of the communities included are in DEMHS Region 3.  North Central CMED is reaching out 
to the affected communities to offer assistance.  However, this CMED does not dispatch State 
Police units, a function currently provided by KX.  Also, the KX Communications Center provided 
a coordinating function for other CMED systems in a state-wide disaster, and this role will have to 
be assigned and prepared for operation after July 1.  There is not much time available for planning 
and implementing this change - including a possibility for an additional tower to provide adequate 
coverage by the Region 3 CMED. 
 
The Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS) report was given by Mr. 
Centrella:  A planning meeting for the Ebola Exercise will be held January 14  if DPH and 
the hospitals show an interest in participating.  If not, the After Action Report (AAR) from 
the ebola operations last year will be completed before rescheduling this exercise.  Next 
year's national Health Care Coalition meeting will be held on the East Coast.  A 
Connecticut one day coalition training program will take place on January 21.  A second 
program will be held on February 22 in Southington.  
 
Ms. Davis gave the Behavioral Health report: A training program on youth mental health is 
being held for school personnel.  In addition, emergency mobile health services training is being set 
up for professionals.  Ms. Davis is participating with a DEMHS school planning working group.  
This group is developing a template for local school emergency plan annexes.  She next reviewed a 
response made to a request for mental health assistance by the Lyme Volunteer Fire Department.  
This was for a search and rescue underway for a Hartford citizen.  Family members were gathered 
at the fire house, and assistance was requested to manage the culturally different expressions of 
anxiety these people were acting out.      
 
Mr. Peturas  gave the Hospital report: For managing infectious diseases, CDC is now 
recommending an all-hazards algorithm for initial contact, triage and isolation.  This as opposed to 
separate protocols for each specific disease.  At Yale-New Haven Hospital, small "mystery patient 
drills" are being conducted, each lasting only 5 to 15 minutes.  Each drill starts when the patient 
walks into the ED  through triage and movement to an isolation area.  Mr. Peturas closed his report 
by announcing the creation of a video on dealing with a violent intruder.  He will send information 
on how to locate this video to Mr. Koscuk who will distribute it to the members. 
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Mr. Gavaghan  gave the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security (DEMHS) report: The school security and safety planning review is releasing its 
report this month.  A multi-disciplinary group has been formed to focus on two areas seen 
as requiring more structured detail for annexes to local school plans: mental health, and 
reunification of students with their parents and families.  The working groups have created 
templates to cover the essential elements to be included in each school plan.  Ms. Davis 
referenced the development of the mental health template in her report, above.  The 
reunification template identifies positive steps to be taken by school officials, responders 
and parents.  These templates are now being distributed to all schools.  Their revised plans 
with these suggested annexes are due to be turned into DEMHS by July 1.  During the 
discussion, it was pointed out that every community and every hospital has to develop their 
separate reunification plan - it is essential that local emergency managers work to 
coordinate and integrate these with what the schools are now planning.   
 
Mr. Szalkiewicz, from Connecticut Department of Public Health gave the group 
updates:   

 On September 8, Connecticut will host the Medical Countermeasures Summit.  
 This year's Catastrophic Mass Fatalities Conference (including New York, New 

Jersey and Connecticut officials) will be held in Connecticut.  This will include the 
annual mass fatalities exercise with thousands of virtual and simulated fatalities.   

 The CDC Operational Readiness Review (ORR) is underway.  The CDC has 
communicated its concern that the updated communications that are being 
submitted may be inflating the local services that are actually available.  The 
problem appears to be the interpretation of the data that is submitted.   

 More immediate planning is underway for the annual state-wide exercise to be held 
April 11-15.  This five-day exercise will start with a request for medication from 
strategic stockpiles to respond to a biological incident or attack.  It will end with 
pills actually be handed out to providers.  The target areas to be evaluated include 
The Receiving, Staging and Storage (RSS) component; the distribution of 41 mass 
drug administrations (MDA); and involvement of hospitals in these activities. 

 Debriefings and an After Action Report (AAR) is due to be submitted by June 30, 2016 - a 
very short time frame based on the work that needs to be done.   

 
Ms. Marquis reported on local public health:  The local directors are gearing up for the 
this exercise to be held in April.   
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 2, 2016. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Cressy Goodwin 
Recorder 
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