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3.2. Transportation Recommendations 
by Type
A slate of multimodal transportation 
recommendations were developed with multiple 
scales and timeframes in mind. Using the directive of 
avoiding wholesale widening of Route 10 through the 
corridor, a range of transportation improvements were 
developed, including intersection enhancements, 
network additions and connections, non-motorized 
connectivity, and transit enhancements. Projects 
ranged from off-corridor improvements that 
would impact vehicular movement throughout the 
Farmington Valley region, to on-corridor spot projects 
that would improve pedestrian or vehicular operations 
at specific intersections, to general policies 
supportive of alternative modes, streetscaping, and 
development patterns in some or all of the corridor.

Each project was considered in terms of its 
enveloping “character area” context, which 
provided a way to organize them beyond timeframe. 
Timeframes considered were “Short-Term” (within 
5 years), “Medium-Term” (5-10 years), and “As 
Opportunity Arises” which concerns long-term capital 
projects, but also those which would be primarily 
development-driven. Should land development occur 
within the 10 year timeframe, the “As Opportunity 
Arises” projects provide a guide to shape that 
development and ensure that infrastructure is 
appropriate to the demands that may be placed  
upon it. 

Using this iterative process, by the end of the 
charrette an integrated plan was presented to the 
public, and this plan reflected the vision as articulated 
by the community. Further refinement and testing 
occurred post-charrette, with involvement by the 
Steering Committee and six stakeholder groups 
guiding the overall plan development as well as 
specific initiatives, phasing, and costs. 

The specific elements of the resultant plan are 
detailed in the following sections.

3.1.1 Future Traffic Conditions
The existing conditions traffic volumes were grown to 
a 20 year horizon using the CRCOG Regional Model.  
The model takes into account both regional and local 
growth, accounting for new trips that will be taken 
by residents of Simsbury and the surrounding towns 
as the population grows and as new developments 
throughout the region open.  

Growth and development in the corridor was derived 
through continuous dialogue at the charrette, and a 
Buildout Analysis conducted in close coordination 
with the Steering Committee as described in Section 
3.0 of Appendix B. Corridor Buildout expectations 
were discussed in length at the many Stakeholder 
Groups including neighbors, major landowners, and 
business owners as part of the process. The outcome 
of the buildout analysis represents the growth and 
development pattern to be accommodated by our 
transportation planning efforts. 

The CRCOG Regional Model was used to incorporate 
the Route 10 Corridor Buildout Scenario for future 
growth and development. The resulting intersection 
traffic volumes represent the 2030 conditions on 
the Route 10 corridor and were used in order to 
evaluate future traffic operations, define capacity 
issues, and evaluate alternatives for improvements.  
The recommendations of this study were specifically 
targeted in order to provide the appropriate amount 
of future capacity to accomplish the desired traffic 
conditions in the Route 10 corridor.

3.1 Plan Development Process 
The Study took place in a collaborative, community-
guided format that used the analysis of existing 
and future land use and travel conditions to define 
a set of corridor enhancement and preservation 
recommendations. A constant “feedback loop” 
has been utilized throughout the plan development 
process to constantly refine the plan and keep 
it responsive to input from the community. The 
process utilized hard data such as traffic counts and 
projections using the CRCOG Travel Demand Model 
to set both a Vision and needs frame of reference 
for the development of a balanced, community-
driven plan. Finally, all planning documents and 
ordinances, including the 2007 Town of Simsbury 
Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) 
from the Town were reviewed to insure that the plan 
was developed in accordance with Town objectives. 
Where discrepancies were noted, discussions were 
held not only on how to bring the Corridor Study into 
concurrence, but also what may need to be modified 
on the planning and ordinance side to achieve 
implementation of the desired corridor concept.

Initial issues and opportunities along the corridor 
were mapped at the initial Steering Committee 
kickoff in the fall of 2010, with input from the Steering 
Committee, CRCOG, Town of Simsbury staff, 
and ConnDOT representatives. This exercise was 
repeated to kick off the public charrette in February, 
and community members who attended the kickoff 
session of the charrette used maps and markers 
to create “Issues and Opportunities” maps at table 
sessions. These initial stakeholder exercises formed 
the basis for the focus areas for plan development 
during the charrette. 

The charrette process, first used by the Town in their 
Town Center planning process in 2008, was utilized 
to achieve a level of community involvement in the 
development of the plan that had previously not been 
attempted within the Capital Region. 

Held in the Simsbury Public Library in early February 
2011, the charrette provided a vehicle by which the 
plan was developed with community collaboration. 
Each evening of the charrette, work-in-progress was 
presented to the community, comments were noted, 
and refinements to the plans reflecting the comments 
were incorporated during the next days’ work.
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Given the desire of Simsbury citizens to retain the 
two-lane character of the corridor, it is necessary 
to institute measures that improve the efficiency of 
the road, as additional physical capacity for vehicles 
on Route 10 is not an option. One way to provide 
system-wide efficiency is through redundancy, which 
can be implemented on large scale through new 
roadway connections that enhance regional mobility 
or on a smaller scale such as secondary parallel 
roadway connections that create a framework for 
new, walkable blocks. 

3.2.1 Overall Vehicular Mobility and 
Connectivity
Route 10 is part of the National Highway System and 
serves an important role in regional mobility. At the 
same time, it is Simsbury’s Main Street and serves 
an important role in local accessibility.  Balancing 
these two functions requires that other area roadways 
are available to provide mobility and access to 
destinations that do not directly front Route 10.

The provision of a four lane cross section with 
additional turning lanes was discussed and 
evaluated extensively in the public forum. As part of 
many previous Town and State endorsed planning 
documents, including:

•	 Route 10 corridor Improvement and Management 
Plan - Capitol Region Council of Governments, 
1998.

•	 Capitol Region Transportation Plan; A guide for 
transportation investments through the year 2035 
- Capitol Region Council of Governments, 2007

•	 Plan of Conservation and Development, Town of 
Simsbury, 2007

•	 Simsbury Town Center Charrette, Code Studio, 
2009

•	 Simsbury Center Code, Code Studio, Adopted by 
Town of Simsbury 2011

The Public Involvement process and input received 
was overwhelming in a desire to maintain the integrity 
of a two lane Route 10. This was one of the Guiding 
Principles of the Study.

Regional and Parallel Connections

Parallel streets such as Iron Horse Boulevard provide 
a way to consolidate driveways on main roads and 
access parking areas from the rear, both of which 
improve character and multimodal travel safety. 
Further, parallel streets can create additional frontage 
for business development activities, or serve as 
alternate routes for emergency and other vehicles 
when primary roads are congested. A resilient 
transportation system is a redundant one, providing 
route and mode choice to travelers.
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During the study process, a number of potential 
vehicular mobility and connectivity enhancement 
projects were identified, at both large and small 
scales. After much discussion with the community 
and continued refinement of concepts, the following 
projects are recommended at this time: access 
management in the South Gateway by encouraging 
future developments to connect with existing site 
driveways; a westbound slip road connecting 
Hartford Road to Stratton Brook Road, an parallel 
roadway south of Town Center from Iron Horse 
Boulevard and Drake Hill Road to approximately Pine 
Hill Drive, an extension of Wolcott Road to County 
or Hoskins Road in the North Gateway area, and 
access management in the North Gateway which 
could include a parallel roadway connecting Hoskins 
Road to the Ice Rink and other major redevelopment 
properties in the North Gateway. Additional concepts 
considered, but not presently endorsed, are located 
in Appendix C.  

All of these proposed recommendations involve 
private property and are recommended to be 
accomplished in collaboration with the property 
owner.

There are no proposed property takes, no eminent 
domain recommendations.

These recommendations are to be accomplished 
as opportunity arises whether planned as part of 
a property redevelopment, or through partnership 
between public and private entities.

The primary objective of these recommendations is 
to accomplish connectivity and access management 
as part of the site planning conducted by each 
property owner/developer. This connectivity will 
greatly enhance the accessibility of all the properties, 
will promote walkability and bike travel between 
developments, and will reduce the trips on Route 10 
accordingly since traffic won’t have to return to Route 
10 in order to drive to the adjacent properties.

South Gateway Access Management

Left turns from existing local roads such as Blue 
Ridge Drive, Old Meadow Plain Road, and Latimer 
Lane are difficult during peak traffic hours on Route 
10. The lack of sufficient gaps can cause drivers to 
become impatient and risk a faster turn into a shorter 
gap, thereby creating the potential for accidents. 
The major employers, residential neighborhoods 
and any potential future development in the South 
Gateway will all benefit from encouraging private 
property to link any potential future development 
to existing driveways in order to access Route 
10. If new development is proposed and existing 
drives or existing curb cuts do not exist, efforts to 
create intersections opposite local streets should be 
made so as to create the best possible intersection 
alignment and configuration. This connectivity 
promote good access management and lessen the 
negative safety impacts of multiple curb cuts on 
Route 10.

Weatogue Village Connectivity

As evidenced by traffic counts and field observations, 
there are a substantial number of vehicular turning 
movements in the Weatogue area to and from Route 
10, Hartford Road (Route 185), Nod Road, Stratton 
Brook Road, Canal Street, and Winslow Place, 
almost all of which intersect each other at three-way 
intersections. These turning movements impact the 
efficiency of traffic operations, leading to delay and 
congestion beyond what might be expected in an 
area of relatively low population. A comprehensive 
approach to improving the potential transportation-
related functionality and aesthetics of Weatogue Village 
was taken, a primary feature of which was converting 
several three-way intersections into more efficient four-
way intersections. A new one-way roadway connecting 
from Route 185 west of the Farmington River to Route 
10 at the new intersection of Stratton Brook Road is 
proposed to improve traffic flow conditions on Route 
10 and Route 185. The proposed reconfiguration 
will allow crosstown traffic to flow east-to-west in a 
more direct and efficient manner, which is important 
because Hartford Road is the only means of crossing 
Talcott Mountain in Simsbury. As further described in 
Section 3.4.2, a comprehensive set of transportation 
enhancements, including intersection operational 
improvements, physical connectivity, streetscaping, 
and further development of a transit-oriented node will 
reduce traffic bottlenecks and contribute to a more 
defined place.

Parallel Roadway South of Town Center

Iron Horse Boulevard and Route 10 frame the 
Town Center and present opportunities for highly 
visible, walkable, “places”. As discussed in the 2009 
Town Center Charrette plan, Route 10 frontage is 
envisioned to contain primarily civic and commercial 
buildings that maintain historic scale and design 
details, whereas Iron Horse is envisioned to be 
somewhat more contemporary and residentially-
oriented but still part of a cohesive village node. 
During the Route 10 charrette, citizens expressed 
desire for more flexibility as a community in order 
to adapt to market changes. Strengthening the 
connection to the historic light industrial and 
manufacturing area to the south of Town Center 
would contribute to community flexibility through an 
even more balanced collection of land uses. Right-of-
way already exists to create a service style roadway 
beginning at the intersection of Iron Horse Boulevard 
and Drake Hill Road and heading to the south, where 
it would run parallel to Route 10 and eventually 
reconnect to it somewhere in the vicinity of Pine Hill 
Drive. The greenway could be relocated to this ROW, 
providing a more direct and scenic path than its 
present location adjacent to Route 10. 

Wolcott Road Extension

A regional connection identified which would directly 
affect Route 10 corridor operations is an extension 
of Wolcott Road to County or Hoskins Road. A 
westbound extension of Wolcott Road would 
improve the operational efficiency of the Route 10 
corridor (left turns at Wolcott Road and Tariffville 
Road intersections would be minimized) and would 
aid mobility and transportation system flexibility 
in the northern part of Simsbury. To further reduce 
negative through vehicle impacts on Tariffville Village 
and provide logical freight routing past the Simsbury 
airport and industrial properties as opposed to 
residential ones, the Town could consider moving 
the Route 315 designation from Tariffville Road to 
Wolcott Road. Though redesignation may incur new 
costs to the Town associated with maintaining the 
Tariffville Road bridge over the Farmington River, 
state highway redesignation would shift some through 
traffic northwards and create additional economic 
development opportunity near the intersection of 
Wolcott Road and Route 10. 

North Gateway Access Management

Destinations along Route 10 in the North Gateway 
are accessed through a multitude of driveways, 
sometimes with three or more curb cuts per property. 
Excessive curb cuts present hazardous travel 
conditions, increasing the likelihood of rear-end and 
unprotected turning movement accidents as well as 
conflicts where bike facilities and sidewalks cross 
driveways. While access management initiatives 
should be taken to consolidate driveways, an 
additional parallel road to the west of Route 10 from 
Hoskins Road to the Ice Rink driveway and north 
can provide easy access to parking areas and new 
walkable development opportunities in this area of 
Simsbury. The emphasis of this recommendation is 
that adjacent developments should be planned and 
implemented by private property owners to include 
connectivity between properties. This connectivity will 
reduce trips on Route 10 and offer many circulation 
advantages to all modes of travel. The parallel access 
road would be most effective if placed approximately 
300-500 feet back from Route 10 to create the 
framework for an internal walkable block system. The 
final location of this parallel road must be set during 
site planning by the private owners.
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3.2.2 Corridor-Wide Speed Limit 
Normalization 
As part of the existing conditions assessment for the 
corridor, speed limits and observed travel speeds 
were documented by the study team. While the 
posted speed limits did not always match up with 
character areas as defined, travel behavior often 
did, with observed vehicle speeds dropping below 
25 miles per hour in the most walkable areas of 
Simsbury. To better support the current and future 
desired character of each segment of Route 10, it is 
desirable to set appropriate speed limits at segment 

Recommended speed limits along Route 10 corridor

boundaries. The target operating speeds should be 
in harmony with each other and with the behavior the 
Town wishes to promote. Lower speed limits (30 mph 
and below) support pedestrian accessibility, while low 
to moderate speeds (30 – 40 mph) are appropriate 
for greater mobility without an excessive speed 
differential between motorists and adjacent bicyclists, 
who frequently travel on-road. Lowered travel speeds 
also reduce road noise from the rolling friction of tires 
and generally enhance the “place” aspects of the 
corridor rather than just ‘through movement”. 

The figure below shows existing and recommended 
speed limits along Route 10, along with southbound 
vehicle speeds observed during travel time data 
collection. In addition to signage, additional projects 
that will moderate vehicle speeds include right-
sizing the width of travel lanes and streetscaping 
to provide a sense of enclosure and place (i.e. both 
physical and visual lane narrowing). The through 
lanes on Route 10 vary from 12 to 16’ at present; 
a cross-section featuring travel lanes of constant 
11’ width throughout the town is recommended 
to assist in reducing vehicle speed and enhancing 
the pedestrian environment. Specific streetscaping 
recommendations are detailed by geography.
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•	 In Weatogue, the Stratton Brook Road and Canal 
Street intersections are close enough to each 
other that they must be considered in tandem 
and turn lane capacity enhancements to improve 
operations result in a larger cross-section for one 
block. 

•	 Left turn lanes are recommended at several 
signalized intersections within Town Center 
including Seminary Road, Plank Hill Road / 
Phelps Lane, and Library Lane / Wilcox Street. 
These improvements can be accomplished 
without the need for significant roadway 
widening, as the roadway section through 
downtown provides sufficient width for a three-
lane cross-section. Provision of left turn lanes 
where recommended will prevent left turning 
vehicles from blocking the through volumes on 
Route 10, maximizing the capacity of the existing 
roadway section. 

•	 Intersection pavement reductions are 
recommended in spot locations where the traffic 
operations may be maintained with a narrower 
roadway cross section, improving access for 
pedestrians and reducing crosswalk lengths. 
Those locations include several signalized 
intersections within Town Center as well as the 
intersection of Route 10 with tariffville Road, and 
correspond to the areas of existing and future 
high pedestrian usage. 11 foot wide lanes with 
minimum 4 foot shoulders are suggested. 

3.2.3 Intersection Operations 
The figures to the right depict the anticipated Level of 
Service (LOS) at signalized intersections on Route 10 
under the Existing 2010 and Future 2030 conditions 
both with and without with on-corridor operational 
improvements to the roadway network. The Future 
Condition was generated via CRCOG’s regional 
travel demand model which takes into account 
long term demographic trends and travel patterns 
within the Region, and quantifies the projected 
amount of traffic on area roadways such as Route 
10. Operational improvements consist primarily of 
strategic intersection modifications which increase 
spot capacity and efficiency while maintaining the 
typical two-lane character of Route 10. Traffic signal 
installation, coordination, and optimized turn lanes 
provide the bulk of operational recommendations. 

•	 New traffic signals are recommended in two 
locations along the corridor in order to mitigate 
side-street delay at existing unsignalized 
approaches, where high through volume on 
Route 10 makes it difficult and unsafe for 
vehicles turning out of higher volume side streets. 
These locations include Latimer Lane in the 
South Gateway and Hoskins Road in the North 
Gateway. The new signals should be coordinated 
with existing signals along Route 10, and the 
coordinated signal system should be expanded 
to include existing signalized intersections which 
are not presently considered together. Traffic 
signals that are synchronized with each other 
reduce unnecessary travel delay and congestion-
related impacts such as vehicle emissions and 
fuel consumption. 

•	 The Town of Simsbury should consider 
roundabouts as an alternative intersection 
treatment in lieu of traffic signals, or stop signs 
where appropriate and as part of a full evaluation 
of desired intersection operations and community 
context. A roundabout is one alternative 
recommendation for the off corridor intersection 
of Route 185 at East Weatogue Street.

Level of Service: Morning Peak

Level of Service: Afternoon Peak

Intersection level of service (LOS)

Average Driver Delay (seconds per vehicle)

Stop Sign Traffic Signal

A 0 - 10 0 – 10

B >10 – 15 >10 – 20

C >15 – 25 >20 –325

D >25 – 35 >35 – 55

E > 35 – 50 > 55 – 80

F > 50 > 80
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3.2.4 Bicycle Facilities
While outside of the scope of this study, additional 
streets with relatively high bicycle usage and 
moderate traffic should also be further evaluated for 
sharrow, bike lane, or shoulder markings including, 
(but not limited to,) Seminary Road, Plank Hill 
Road, Firetown Road, and Latimer Lane. Nearby or 
intersecting roads that are part of the on-road bicycle 
network as shown in CRCOG regional bicycle plan 
include Hartford Road, Stratton Brook Road, Drake 
Hill Road, East Weatogue Street / Terry’s Plain Road 
/ Quarry Road, Tariffville Road, and County Road. On 
corridors with low traffic volumes (< 2000 vehicles 
per day) and low-moderate speeds (<35 mph), it is 
acceptable to use signage as the primary means of 
designating official bicycle routes. However, on-road 
markings should be considered wherever feasible, for 
reasons of safety and awareness.

•	 Group A: Advanced cyclists who feel comfortable 
riding beside and with most traffic, along both 
higher volume and higher speed roadways. 
Advanced cyclists tend to travel at higher speeds 
than other cyclists. This group is composed 
primarily of Adults (age 20 – 60), but also includes 
some Senior Citizens (above age 60) and 
Teenagers (age 14-19). Advanced cyclists engage 
in the practice for reasons of both transportation 
and recreation, particularly over longer distances. 
Of bicyclists seen on arterial and collector roads 
(including Route 10), they are often Group A. 

•	 Group B: Intermediate cyclists who typically 
feel more comfortable with defined or separate 
facilities, but will share a road with low-volume 
or low-speed traffic. They may not be fully 
confident in their abilities to operate in mixed 
traffic without special provisions, such as bicycle 
lanes, cycle tracks, or other exclusive facilities. 
Group B engages in cycling for reasons of both 
transportation and recreation. This is the largest 
group, which includes most Senior Citizens (above 
age 60), Adults (age 20 – 60), Teens (age 14 -19), 
and some Youth (age 10-13). With instruction 
and practice, most Group B cyclists can gain the 
confidence and skills to be part of Group A. 

•	 Group C: Novice cyclists who are inexperienced, 
infrequent, or purely recreational cyclists. They 
may not know rules of road and may exhibit 
unpredictable behavior. They ride primarily on 
trails, sidewalks, or through park and campus 
settings. Most children (under age 10) and 
numerous youth, teens, adults, and senior 
citizens fall into this category. With instruction, 
many Group C cyclists can gain the confidence 
and skills to be part of Group B or Group A. 

Existing facilities were then evaluated according to 
how well they served each of these groups. As noted 
in the bicycle user descriptions above, there are two 
primary purposes for riding bicycles: transportation 
and recreation. Transportation provides relatively 
direct access to destinations including employment, 

educational, civic, shopping, and recreational 
facilities. Recreation is primarily health or scenery-
related, with access to places being secondary. 

In Simsbury, the only formal bicycle facility is 
the Farmington Canal Heritage trail, a mixed use 
greenway that accommodates cyclists, pedestrians, 
and other non-motorized trail users. Primarily in a 
wooded setting, but occasionally adjacent to Route 
10, it is a wonderful facility for Group C Cyclists, and 
recreational users of all stripes. In some locations, 
informal connections exist to adjacent parcels, 
providing access to some neighborhoods and 
non-residential destinations including Simsmore 
Square, Weatogue recreational facilities, Town 
Center, and some businesses in the North Gateway. 
However, there are a number of large employers and 
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CRCOG On-Road Bicycle and Network Multiuse Path System 
(CRCOG Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan, 2008)

The On-Road Bicycle Network consists of roads that may or 
may not be bicycle-friendly today, but should be in order to 
provide an effective regional bicycle system

destinations that are not easily or directly accessible 
via the greenway, including several in the South 
Gateway, and most destinations in North Gateway, 
particularly parcels on the west side of Route 10 in 
various stages of redevelopment. All of these places 
are primarily oriented towards Route 10. Creating 
more formal accessways to destinations adjacent 
to the greenway would improve the transportation 
aspect of the Greenway, and make it even better for 
local Group B and C cyclists. 

With increased trail popularity, however, conflicts 
between fast moving Group A cyclists and slower 
Group C cyclists or pedestrians may arise. To minimize 
these conflicts, and to provide more convenient 
access to the front door of various destinations, it is 
necessary to expand the bicycle network to include 
on-road facilities. Marked on-road facilities (including 
sharrows, wide shoulders, or bike lanes) would create 
a more robust bicycle network that would further 
encourage bicycle usage for daily activities as well 
recreation. Pavement markings for bicyclists provide 
increased visibility to automobile drivers, consistency 
in design and operations, predictability of behavior, 
and likelihood of complete roadway maintenance 
(including dirt and debris clearance). These items all 
improve multimodal travel safety. 
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Secure bicycle parking opportunities should also be 
provided at destinations, and new roadways should 
be designed as Complete Streets that optimally 
accommodate Group B cyclists (and Group A at a 
minimum). These engineering measures, along with 
various other measures listed later in this document, 
can elevate Simsbury’s status from a Bronze-level 
Bicycle Friendly Community to Silver or better.

Within the scope of the Corridor Study, the following 
overall bicycle facility recommendations are made 
and are reflected in the physical map: 

•	 Install continuous painted shoulders along the 
entirety of the Route 10 Corridor within the Town 
of Simsbury, except for Town Center between 
Iron Horse Boulevard and Drake Hill Road, where 
insufficient width inhibits installation of both on-
street parking and bike facilities. The ideal width 
of on-road bicycle facilities on Route 10 is 6’, but 
5’ is acceptable where the paved width may exist 
already and consistent shoulders can be created 
via a road diet (i.e. narrowing of automobile 
travel lanes via restriping), rather than physical 
construction. In the future, these shoulders could 
be further marked with standard symbols to turn 
them into more formal bicycle lanes.

•	 The southern terminus of bike shoulders on 
Hopmeadow Street should be Route 44 in Avon, 
where it will be necessary to work with the Town 
of Avon to tie these facilities in with the highway 
and the greenway system near the Town offices. 
The northern terminus of bike shoulders needs 
additional study, but it appears that continuous 
shoulders should be present at least to the 
Granby Town Center. Wide paved shoulders 
already exist for much of the distance between 
the Simsbury Town Line and the center of Granby, 
and would require little more than occasional 
restriping to ensure they have continuous 
adequate width. The optimal speed of adjacent 
vehicular traffic for regular 5’ bike facilities is 25 
to 35 mph. For speeds greater than this (35-45 
mph), 6’ facilities are preferred; 

•	 Install “sharrows”, or shared lane markings, 
along several local roads to link neighborhoods 
and the greenway with Route 10 and provide 
visual reinforcement of bicycle presence. Wilcox 
Street in Town Center is a prime candidate. This 
treatment may also be incorporated on Iron Horse 
Boulevard (and other recommended parallel 
access roads), as opposed to separated bicycle 
facilities or route signage, depending on the 
speed of adjacent vehicles. Sharrows are most 
appropriate on roads with vehicle speed of 25 
mph or below and should be placed every 200-
300 feet and after intersections; 

•	 Create more formal accessways between 
the Greenway and adjacent parcels, so that 
there is an access point for each land parcel, 
neighborhood, or every 400-800’. Accessways 
should have a clear width of at least 6’ and may 
be demarcated by signage. Work with adjacent 
businesses, neighborhoods, schools, and other 
destinations to identify locations if not currently 
existing. Encourage places to undertake regular 
maintenance so that accessways are not 
overgrown by vegetation; 

•	 Install adequate bicycle parking at municipal 
destinations including parks, schools, and Town 
offices, such as the level suggested by the 
APBP Bicycle Parking Guidelines (2010). Work 
with area employers and businesses to install 
bicycle parking at their sites. Develop regulations 
for appropriate quantity, design, and location 
with respect to entrances. Ideally, bicycle racks 
support the frame in two places and are placed 
within 50 feet of primary entrance points; 

•	 Consider programming regular, themed, town-
wide bicycle tours and skills classes utilizing both 
off and on-road facilities to promote local cycling 
and tourism; 

While outside of the scope of this study, additional 
streets with relatively high bicycle usage and 
moderate traffic should also be further evaluated for 
sharrow, bike lane, or shoulder markings including, 
(but not limited to,) Seminary Road, Plank Hill 
Road, Firetown Road, and Latimer Lane. Nearby or 
intersecting roads that are part of the on-road bicycle 
network as shown in CRCOG regional bicycle plan 
include Hartford Road, Stratton Brook Road, Drake 
Hill Road, East Weatogue Street / Terry’s Plain Road 
/ Quarry Road, Tariffville Road, and County Road. On 
corridors with low traffic volumes (< 2000 vehicles 
per day) and low-moderate speeds (<35 mph), it is 
acceptable to use signage as the primary means of 
designating official bicycle routes. However, on-road 
markings should be considered wherever feasible, for 
reasons of safety and awareness.Example of Bike Lane Markings, Source: bikepedimages.org

Example of Shared Lane (Sharrow) Markings, Source: bikepedimages.org

Example of Bike Shoulder, Source: bikepedimages.org
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3.2.5 Pedestrian Facilities
Simsbury desires a first class pedestrian network. 
Throughout the corridor study process, the Team 
repeatedly heard from community members about 
the topic of walkability, or more accurately, the lack 
thereof in many parts of town. As such, the entire 
Route 10 corridor and some intersecting streets were 
inventoried in terms of the presence and condition of 
pedestrian facilities, including sidewalks, crosswalks, 
and signals. The greenway is a major pedestrian 
facility in Simsbury, but just as for bicyclists, it is more 
suited to recreation than transportation as it provides 
less than optimal access to a number of destinations. 

Sidewalks were looked at holistically and in the 
context of the surrounding character area. In some 
parts of the Town, such as much of the North and 
South Gateway areas, the desired rural nature of 
the geography dictates that sidewalks are set back 
from the road, or are installed in phases should the 
character change over time. In other areas, sidewalks 
serve as prominent features that are distinct design 
elements in their own right as well as utilities that 
support pedestrians and transit users. Sidewalks are 
absolutely essential to effective public transportation 
system operations and must connect to transit 
facilities as well as built and natural destinations. 

As pedestrian improvements tend to be implemented 
at a smaller scale / finer level of detail than those 
of other modes, specific projects are detailed by 
geography in the next sections. However, some 
overarching recommendations follow: 

•	 At intersections, replace current pedestrian 
signal systems with standard MUTCD compliant 
pedestrian signal indicators, preferably with 
countdown timers at higher volume intersections. 
Ensure that all intersections have appropriate 
ADA-accessible ramps. Crosswalks should be 
striped so as to ensure high visibility day and 
night; 

•	 All sidewalks should be a minimum of 5’ in 
width; widen where necessary. During new or 
reconstruction, locate sidewalks and utilities so 
that they do not conflict with each other and a 
clear path is maintained; 

•	 Develop a maintenance or enforcement program 
to ensure that sidewalk facilities are in good 
condition and are repaired regularly; 

•	 Consolidate driveways within and across parcels 
where possible to minimize the number of 
vehicles that pedestrians encounter midblock 
through requirements/incentives for new 
development or redevelopment of existing uses; 

•	 As recommended by the Simsbury Design 
Review Board, install pedestrian scale lighting 
along sidewalks and pathways. Lighting may 
be part of a “family” of fixtures rather than one 
specific type. Solar-sensitive controls and timers 
can be used for energy efficiency and dark skies 
initiatives; and

•	 Install sidewalks on intersecting streets that 
connect Route 10 to neighborhoods, schools, 
and other destinations. Ideally, sidewalks 
would be located on both sides of the street, 
but if only one side is feasible due to cost 
or perceived demand, sidewalks should be 
installed to serve the most destinations and 
to minimize unnecessary street crossings. A 
number of nearby streets were identified by 
the community and study team as desirable to 
retrofit with sidewalks. These streets include but 
are not limited to: Wolcott Road, Tariffville Road, 
Seminary Road, Plank Hill Road, Massaco Street, 
Stratton Brook Road, Sand Hill Road, Canal 
Street, Hartford Road, Latimer Lane, Old Meadow 
Plain Road, and Lincoln Lane. 

Pedestrian Scale Lighting; Source: Connecticut Statewide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan
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3.2.6 Transit Facilities and Service
At the charrette, numerous attendees expressed a 
desire for better public transit within Simsbury. While 
most of the town does not have sufficient density of 
origins or destinations to support frequent, extensive 
transit service, it is possible to successfully expand 
transit opportunities along the Route 10 spine, 
particularly as the vision of Town Center and other 
mixed-use nodes comes to fruition. In Weatogue 
Village, for example, there is a golden opportunity to 
create a transit hub at the confluence of the greenway 
and Park & Ride lot; the concept is explored in further 
details in the Weatogue section of the report. The 
following recommendations and policies can be 
instituted on a corridor-wide level. 

•	 Work with CT Transit to evaluate current express 
transit routes and reconfigure as necessary to 
support demand. At a minimum, some express 
bus routes should stop in South Gateway and 
continue to Route 44. Ideally, one or more new 
suburban routes serving the Farmington Valley 
Region and adjacent Towns including West 
Hartford and Bristol would be identified;

•	 Create a local circulator system along Route 10 
which primarily serves Simsbury destinations, 
and potentially several in Avon. For faster 
implementation, consider sponsorship from the 
local business community. Vehicles should be 
small and in keeping with Simsbury’s character; 

•	 Private “shared taxis” (also known as jitneys, 
Publicos, Collective Taxis, and shuttles) can also 
provide town-to-town, circulator, or bus stop 
shuttle service, though they may also require 
some subsidies from the Town, businesses, 
residents, or grant programs to get started. The 
Town should review its municipal ordinances to 
ensure they are not overly restrictive of this type 
of service;

•	 Designate potential bus stop locations in each 
geography on the corridor. Each bus stop 
should have, at a minimum, signage depicting 
stop location, routes served, route maps, 
and schedules. Bus stops must be located 
adjacent to handicap-accessible sidewalks that 
connect the stop to the entrances of nearby 
destinations, and should be placed at the far side 
of intersections. Ideally, stops are sheltered and 
well-lit. One creative way to build enthusiasm and 
ownership for community transit is to commission 
new bus stop shelters via a public design 
competition;

•	 Routine maintenance of Park & Ride lots and 
other bus stop facilities should be provided to 
increase the attractiveness of transit to potential 
users. The Town may wish to consider an 
“Adopt-A-Stop” program to comply with this 
recommendation;

•	 Prioritize new sidewalk facilities that provide 
direct connection to current and future bus 
stop locations, as walking time to stops directly 
impacts ridership. Ensure bicycle racks on the 
front of buses continue to be incorporated to 
boost ridership from cyclists

Example of Themed Bus Outfitted with Bicycle Racks, Source: Wikimedia

Example of Unique Bus Stop, Source: Wikimedia
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3.3.1 Corridor Master Plan 
Developed in collaboration with community 
and agency stakeholders, the plan for Route 
10 represents a set of recommendations to 
accommodate projected growth within and adjacent 
to the corridor while preserving the character of 
Route 10 as articulated by the community. The plan 
as represented is not only multi modal in nature, but 
also incorporates recommendations regarding land 
use and urban design to achieve a safe, efficient, and 
attractive Route 10 well into the future. The corridor 
master plan below depicts an overview of vehicle-
oriented transportation recommendations discussed 
throughout this chapter. It is presented in concert with 

3.3. Overall Plans for Corridor
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Corridor Master Plan

the figure depicting transit, bicycle and pedestrian-
oriented initiatives in Section 3.2.2. Corridor-
wide recommendations as discussed in Section 
3.2 are included here, as well as more localized 
improvements specific to the defined character areas 
which follow in Section 3.4.
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3.3.2. Pedestrian, Bicycle and  
Transit Plan
In order to develop a true multi modal plan for the 
corridor, an emphasis was placed on enhancing 
and expanding the non-motorized transportation 
network in the area. With the existing Greenway and 
designation of Simsbury as a Bronze Bike Friendly 
Community by the League of American Bicyclists, 
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the community has demonstrated a willingness to 
promote and utilize non-motorized transportation; 
this sentiment was echoed in the early Steering 
Committee meetings and from the public in general 
during the charrette. The Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Map depicts physical projects specifically designed 
to support safe bicycle and pedestrian travel along 
the Route 10 corridor and connecting streets. 
Additionally, some potential locations for local and 
express (regional) transit service are identified.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan
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As evidenced by Dyno Nobel several miles north, it 
is possible to create human scale walkable industrial 
or light industrial areas. Further, today’s industry 
is significantly cleaner and less noxious than what 
existed in 1933 when zoning was first instituted in 
Simsbury. Thus, most light industrial (including crop-
focused agriculture), commercial, residential, civic, 
and recreational uses can successfully coexist in 
close proximity to each other. This diversity, proximity, 
and corresponding street grid serving destinations, 
is key to enabling South Gateway to accommodate 
additional development without overwhelming the 
capacity of Route 10. 

The area must be able to adequately serve visitors 
arriving by means other than personal vehicle. 
Adherence to strategies and policies related to 
Travel Demand Management, Complete Streets, and 
Transportation Facility Connectivity Standards are 
important in South Gateway: detailed descriptions 
and sample language can be found at the end of this 
chapter.

The town should consider a conceptual plan for this 
area in the near future which employs smart growth 
and sustainable communities principles and low 
impact development techniques to balance potential 
future development with conservation efforts thereby 
enhancing the unique Simsbury character and quality 
of life in this area.

3.4.1 South Gateway
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations 
Careful land development and application of POCD 
principles will be necessary to preserve the character-
defining vistas of Talcott Mountain and Heublein 
Tower, and the functionality of a two-lane Route 10 
corridor. Several visions were presented in the POCD 
regarding potential land uses in the geography; each 
emphasized open space preservation. The “preferred” 
vision focused on maintaining land uses allowed 
by Simsbury’s Industrial zoning category while the 
“alternative” vision focused on establishing compact 
mixed use development including commercial and 
residential destinations. These visions need not be 
mutually exclusive. 

3.4 Recommendations by Character 
Area
Each of the projects mentioned apply to one or 
more character areas. They are discussed in detail, 
along with supportive land use and urban design 
recommendations. 
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Integral to a South Gateway plan should be an 
access management strategy that encourages any 
potential new development to connect with existing 
driveways in this area to limit curb cuts on Route 
10. If new development is proposed and existing 
drives or existing curb cuts do not exist, efforts to 
create intersections opposite local streets should be 
made so as to create the best possible intersection 
alignment and configuration. Implemeting this access 
management strategy would involve cooperation 
between several different land owners. 

Regardless of how specific land development 
activities may proceed, from an aesthetic 
character perspective, the following urban design 
recommendations apply:

•	 Enhance new gateway feature (pillar) with 
landscaping

•	 Ensure future development on east side to 
maintain broad tree belts with informal street 
trees & landscaping

•	 Preserve views and filtered view to Heublein 
Tower

Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Encourage Alternative Transportation Options

Many people commute by car to and from 
workplaces that are located in the South Gateway. 
Efforts should be made to facilitate commuters 
using a variety of modes of transportation to get to 
and from work in this area such as extending transit 
between Route 185 and Route 44, and providing a 
commuter lot in the South Gateway.

Coordinate Existing Traffic Signals at Old Meadow 
Plain Road and Old Canal Way

Most of the traffic signals on the Route 10 Corridor 
are synchronized with each other so as to provide 
more efficient vehicular traffic progression. Signal 
coordination reduces unnecessary delay and resultant 
congestion and air pollution.  Several traffic signals in 
the Southern Gateway are not part of a coordinated 
system; the devices at Old Meadow Plain Road and 
Old Canal way should be added to the system and 
retimed for optimal flow characteristics. 

Signalize Intersection of Route 10 at Latimer Lane 

In order to address high levels of peak hour delay 
for side street traffic, it is recommended that a traffic 
signal be installed at the intersection of Route 10 
with Latimer Lane. Vehicles turning from Latimer 
Lane onto Route 10 experience high levels of delay 
under the existing conditions, an issue which will be 
exacerbated by regional and development driven 
traffic growth. Preliminary analysis indicates that the 
intersection meets the warrants set forth for new 
signal installations in the Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices, 2009.

As part of the signalization of Latimer Lane, it is 
recommended that Route 10 be modified to provide a 
northbound left turn lane in order to maintain safe and 
efficient flow for the northbound through movement. 
It appears that this turn lane can be accomplished 
without roadway widening within the existing cross-
section width.

Improve Greenway Crossing Safety

The Farmington Canal greenway crosses Route 10 
several times in the Town of Simsbury. While most 
of these crossings occur at signalized intersections, 
the crossing in the South Gateway area between 
the driveways of The Hartford and Chubb Insurance 
Group occurs mid-block, bordered by trees on 
either side Route 10. The lack of trail visibility in 
combination with higher Route 10 vehicle speeds 
(observed at 35-40 mph during travel time runs) 
presents hazardous conditions for greenway users 
crossing the street. Several recent improvements 
have been made to address the issue including a 
high-visibility crosswalk adjacent push buttons that 
activate flashing yellow lights on warning signage 
placed 400’ from the trail on either side of Route 10. 
These measures have not consistently accomplished 
the objective of having vehicles yield to bicyclists and 
pedestrians.

Greenway Crossing Alternative 2: Latimer Lane

Greenway Crossing Alternative 1: Old Canal Way

Greenway Crossing Alternative 1: rendering of intersection

Preserve scenic vistas
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In transportation facility engineering, yellow lights 
typically denote “USE CAUTION” and “SLOW 
DOWN”, rather than “STOP”. Red signage and 
lights are used to halt vehicles, with corresponding 
penalties for non-compliance. Low-speed collisions 
are no more desirable than high speed collisions 
when the goal is to avoid collisions. Thus, it is 
unfortunate but unsurprising that the current yellow 
flashing safety measures do not provide optimal 
performance. There are, however, several ways 
to improve greenway crossing safety in the South 
Gateway, each of which was discussed with the 
community during the study.

They are as follows:

Alternative 1 – Relocate the greenway crossing to Old 
Canal Way / The Hartford driveway

Under this alternative the greenway crossing would 
be moved to cross Route 10 at the traffic signal 
controlled intersection of Route 10 at Old Canal Way/
The Hartford Drive. A section of existing greenway 
would be closed and removed and new greenway 
would be constructed to the new crossing section. 
The northbound slip lane for vehicles making a right 
turn into The Hartford should be removed and an 
activated pedestrian crossing sign should be installed 
to facilitate safer crossing. Pedestrians and cyclists 
would then be able to cross at a traditional 4-way 
traffic signal controlled intersection consistent with 
driver expectations.

Alternative 2 – Relocate the greenway crossing to 
Latimer Lane

One recommendation of this study is to install a traffic 
signal at Latimer Lane to facilitate side street egress. 
The signal can also be used to provide non-motorized 
crossing opportunities. This alternative would require 
a greater amount of the greenway trail to be closed 
and reconstructed than Alternative 1. 

Alternative 3 – Install an overhead HAWK signal in 
place of current signage and warning lights

High-Intensity Activated CrossWalK, or “HAWK” 
signals feature a tri-light traffic control device placed 
on a post overhead or immediately adjacent to the 
trail crossing. When activated by a button on the 
greenway, the signal first flashes yellow and then 
switches to a steady red light when pedestrians are 
allowed to cross. The lights are dark when not in use. 
While this type of pedestrian traffic signal has not 
been installed in Connecticut to date, it is in use in 
Europe and many States including Arizona, Georgia, 
Michigan, and Minnesota, is MUTCD-approved, and 
has been evaluated for safety by the FHWA. This is 
the least expensive alternative but would likely need 
to be pursued as a pilot project with ConnDOT. No 
greenway realignment would be necessary. However, 
adjacent trees and brush should be pruned back to 
increase trail visibility.

Provide More Pedestrian Facilities

In the South Gateway there are a number of 
residential streets feeding into Route 10 from the 
west and commercial facilities with large setbacks to 
the east. In its current condition, the South Gateway 
does not warrant sidewalks on both sides of Route 
10 due to lack of residential density and commercial 
accessibility. However, continuous sidewalks should 
be installed on one side of the corridor in the short 
term. 

Because of the uncertain future form of the eastern 
side, and a desire to minimize unprotected roadway 
crossings, it is recommended that a sidewalk is first 
installed on the west side of Route 10 between Avon 
and Weatogue to connect neighborhoods to each 
other and nearby destinations. 

Crosswalks should be provided at all signalized 
intersections Pedestrian facilities should be installed 
on the eastern side as properties are developed, and 
could be set back from the road to maintain a tree 
buffer. 

Install Bicycle Shoulders

To provide direct access to destinations oriented 
towards Route 10, it is recommended that bicycle 
shoulders are installed on the Route 10 corridor in 
South Gateway. Due to traffic volume and speed, 
these facilities should be installed at 6’ wide, though 
5’ is acceptable if they can be accommodated 
through roadway restriping alone. The wide shoulders 
should extend southbound to Route 44.

Wayfinding signage directing people towards 
destinations including the greenway, Weatogue 
Village, Simsbury Town Center should be added to 
the system. 

2

Figure 2. Photo. Example of a HAWK treatment in Tucson, AZ.

A typical HAWK includes the following:

• An overhead red-yellow-red beacon (similar to an emergency vehicle beacon) facing
both directions of the major street. Supplementing the beacons are signs labeled 
“CROSSWALK STOP ON RED” and “PEDESTRIAN CROSSING,” which indicate that 
the location is associated with a pedestrian crosswalk.

• STOP sign(s) on the minor street.

• A marked crosswalk on only one major street approach.

• A pedestrian pushbutton with a supplemental educational plaque.

• Pedestrian signal indications with a pedestrian interval countdown display.

Figure 3 provides the phase sequence for a HAWK. The unit is dark until it is activated by a 
pedestrian. When pedestrians want to cross the street, they press a button that activates the warning 
flashing yellow on the major street. After a set amount of time, the indication changes to a solid 
yellow light to inform drivers to prepare to stop. The device then displays a dual solid red light for 
drivers on the major street and a walking person symbol (symbolizing WALK) for the pedestrians. 
The beacon then displays an alternating flashing red light, and pedestrians are shown a flashing 
upraised hand (symbolizing DONT WALK) with a countdown display advising them of the time 

Greenway Crossing Alternative 3: HAWK Treatment, Source: FHWA

HAWK Operations, Source: FHWA
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Nevertheless, the transit oriented village idea has 
merit as it anticipates the development of nearby 
vacant or soon to be vacant parcels and recognizes 
the strategic importance of this location in relation 
to actual commuting patterns of Simsbury residents 
to jobs east and south of the Town. The cost of 
implementing this plan may be high and beyond 
the Town’s ability to finance. It may require State 
and Federal funding to implement, or significant 
contributions from the private development sector as 
part of a larger redevelopment plan.

In the short and medium term,

•	 Further develop feasibility plans for roadway 
realignments for Weatogue Village Green and the 
relocation of the fountain to the green

•	 Develop landscape system for buffering auto 
dealership and parking lots (if not redeveloped)

•	 Provide vegetation management and 
maintenance of westerly wooded buffers

In the long term,

•	 Future redevelopment around green should 
be dictated by build-to line (parking in rear of 
buildings, Form-Based Code recommended)

•	 Transition to North and South with stepped down 
intensity and scale of architectural form
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3.4.2 Weatogue
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations
A comprehensive set of infrastructure improvements 
within the Weatogue District may include the 
development of a future transit hub at the location of 
the existing park & ride lot, and would also support 
transit oriented development as well as a new 
“Village Green.” Reorganized parking, roadways, 
and nonmotorized transportation infrastructure will 
reinforce the character of Weatogue Village and 
improve safety while accommodating future planned 
development. This is a long range recommendation 
due to the difficulty of land assembly, availability 
of parcels of land and reconfiguring the existing 
roadways. 
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Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Enhance Operations of Intersections of Route 10 
at Hartford Road, Canal Street and Stratton Brook 
Road

There are a substantial number of vehicular turning 
movements in the Weatogue area to and from 
Route 10, Hartford Road (Route 185), Stratton 
Brook Road, Canal Street, and Winslow Place, 
almost all of which currently intersect each other at 
three-way intersections. These turning movements 
impact the efficiency of traffic operations, leading 
to unnecessary delay and congestion at all of the 
Weatogue area intersections. A comprehensive 
approach to improving the potential transportation-
related functionality and aesthetics of Weatogue 
involves converting several three-way intersections 
into more efficient four-way intersections via the use 
of a northbound new northbound connector road, and 
improving the configuration of Hartford Road at Route 
10. These combined recommendations help to create 
a framework for a multimodal village hub, focused on 
greenway access and a commuter-oriented transit 
facility. 

•	 Construct a one-way northbound  road 
connecting westbound Hartford Road to Stratton 
Brook Road. It shall be accessed via right-
turn only as no traffic control device should be 
installed at its origin. This road may be lined with 
a pedestrian and bicycle path to increase access 
to the Farmington River from Weatogue Village; 
a narrow cross-section is preferred to reduce 
potential wetlands and floodplain impact.

•	 Replace the lower westbound left turn lane on 
Hartford Road with a landscaped median. The 
remaining two westbound lanes are marked with 
a left turn arrow, and a left/right turn arrow. A 
dedicated right turn lane is not necessary with the 
installation of a northbound connector road just 
after the bridge. The Hartford Road approach to 
this intersection will become narrower and have 
less negative visual impact.

•	 Widen Route 10 for a southbound left turn lane at 
the intersection with Stratton Brook Road and the 
proposed access road and park & ride lot. 

•	 Widen Stratton Brook Road for a right turn slip 
lane, forming a second southbound through lane 
on Route 10 through the intersection with Canal 
Street and Winslow Place. The additional lane 
should continue to match the existing two-lane 
southbound section where the left turn lane for 
Hartford Road begins.

•	 Remove the existing southbound left turn lane for 
Winslow Place, which will not be required with the 
proposed access opposite Stratton Brook Road. 

Both traffic signals will require full replacement as 
part of this project. The roadway widening may 
require additional right-of-way to the east side of 
Route 10.

Better Manage Vehicular Access to Businesses

There are excessive curb cuts to parcels on both 
sides of Route 10, which pose safety and operational 
issues to travelers of all modes. Driveways should 
be eliminated or consolidated so there is no more 
than one per parcel, with adjacent parcels preferably 
sharing driveways and/or providing access from 
side or rear streets. There are multiple land owners 
who would need to coordinate efforts to rectify the 
situation. The Simsmore Square area has much 
opportunity for improvement through access 
management.

Existing conditions in Weatogue

Short-term recommendations

Long-term recommendations

If volumes on Route 185 
are reduced significantly 

by the introduction 
of the slip road, a 

landscaped median 
could be introduced 

at the Route 185 and 
Route 10 intersection.
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Upgrade intersection of Hartford Road at Nod 
Road

The existing signalized intersection of Hartford Road 
at Nod Road experiences high delay during both 
peak hours, causing extensive queues from the signal 
which impact adjacent intersections and through 
traffic on Route 10. Roadway widening opportunities 
are limited at this location by the historic bridge 
located adjacent to the intersection. Multiple 
intersection improvement alternatives have been 
developed in order to alleviate the delays and queues. 
Alternatives that have merit from a transportation 
circulation perspective but that may significantly 
impact wetlands or surrounding historic areas can be 
found in Appendix C. The most feasible alternative is 
summarized below. 

Relocate Nod Road by approximately 100 feet to the 
east at a new intersection with traffic signal control.  
Widen Route 185 eastbound beginning just east of 
the bridge in order to provide two approach lanes 
to the traffic signal, and continue two through lanes 
through the intersection and all the way to connect 
with the two eastbound lanes that climb Talcott 
Mountain. Widen Route 185 westbound to provide 
a dedicated left turn lane at Nod Road. The existing 
drive from Route 185 to the Pinchot Sycamore will be 
closed to all but maintenance vehicles.

Construct a two-lane modern roundabout 

This preferred alternative may be accomplished within 
the large existing footprint of the intersection. The 
roundabout will provide safer and more efficient flow 
of traffic while providing an aesthetic improvement, 
providing a gateway to Simsbury for traffic entering 
from the east.

As an alternative to this configuration, more study 
could analyze eliminating the potential two-lane 
roadway section that bypasses the roundabout and 
instead analyze routing all eastbound traffic through 
the roundabout

Pedestrian Connections to Pinchot Sycamore 

The Pinchot Sycamore is the largest tree in 
Connecticut and draws admiring crowds every day. 
The current means of accessing this historical point 
of interest, however, is inadequate. The driveway to 
the parking lot adjacent to the tree has a sharp turn 
radius and poor visibility, posing a safety hazard to 
exiting vehicles attempting to reenter Hartford Road.  
The parking lot also puts stress on the root system of 
the tree, potentially hastening its demise. 

A pedestrian boardwalk will be constructed from 
the new parking lot adjacent to the river and under 
the bridge, connecting pedestrians to the Pinchot 
Sycamore. A supplemental pedestrian connection 
is proposed from the Sycamore across the river on 
a new pedestrian bridge, providing connectivity to 
the Weatogue Village area and future transit oriented 
development. This pedestrian connection will provide 
a strong connection to recreational and natural 
resource areas from the neighborhood of Weatogue.

Hartford Road at Nod Road Intersection Upgrade
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Roundabout at Hartford Road and East Weatogue Street 

As an alternative to this configuration, more study could 
analyze eliminating the potential two-lane roadway section 
that bypasses the roundabout and instead analyze routing 
all eastbound traffic through the roundabout.
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Shifting the Nod Road intersection to the East 
increases the available public land adjacent to the 
Farmington River, allowing creation of a recreational 
area, parking, and river access. A new parking lot 
will be constructed including a boat launch and 
approximately 25 parking spaces. This lot could be 
constructed with low impact development and green 
infrastructure techniques such as pervious pavers, 
rain gardens, etc. and could potentially become an 
educational demonstration area for these types of 
practices. More exploration of wetland impacts will 
need to happen prior to the potential relocation of 
Nod Road to the East. Low impact development 
practices would likely also need to be employed if 
this section of Nod Road that were to be relocated to 
the East of its current location. The town of Simsbury 
is currently seeking to implement Low Impact 
Development regulations. 

Improve Route 10 at Route 185

In conjunction with the improvements at Nod Road, 
install a planted median island on Route 185 to 
reduce pavement and improve the aesthetic gateway 
to Weatogue Village.

The proposed road widening, and intersection 
improvement concepts must be studied in more 
detail. The East bound two lanes are preferred 
to improve capacity however this will need to be 
explored in more detail to understand how it meets 
the existing roadway section and respects the historic 
character of Simsbury.

Improve Intersection Safety at Hartford Road at 
East Weatogue Street

The existing intersection is unsignalized, with an 
unusual “tear-drop” configuration. The intersection 
geometry results in several different conflict points, 
with vehicles having to stop more than once to make 
a single turning movement. High delays and queues 
during the peak hour impact capacity and safety on 
the 185 corridor and the adjacent Route 10 corridor. 
In order to mitigate that delay, it is recommended that 
the intersection be fully reconstructed.

N
O

D
 R

O
AD

ROUTE 185 (HARTFORD ROAD)

EA
ST

W
EA

TO
GU

E
ST

RE
ET



SIMSBURY ROUTE 10 CORRIDOR STUDY
September 2011 Page 53

Chapter 3: taKING aCtION

To increase the attractiveness of the Park & Ride as 
well as access from non-motorized modes, repair 
the transit shelter and ensure that pedestrian paths 
connecting to greenways and sidewalks are direct, 
clear, and well maintained. The parking lot should 
be accessible to pedestrians from the South, in 
particular, in a manner that does not force people 
to walk through grass or take a circuitous route 
to the shelter. In the future, as Weatogue Village 
is redeveloped, there is potential to expand the 
transit hub characteristics and create a Village 
Green gathering spot which might feature existing 
landmarks like placing an iconic statue in a new 
village green to capture riders before and after trips. 

Upgrade Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities on 
Hartford Road

A partial sidewalk exists between the Pinchot 
Sycamore and Route 10 on the north side of Hartford 

Road. The 750’ gap between Route 10 and the bridge 
should be filled in so that people may visit the tree 
and access the river on foot.

As the only route over Talcott Mountain in the 8-mile 
span between Route 44 and Tariffville Road, Hartford 
Road has been identified by CRCOG as part of the 
on-road bike facility network. While preferred bicycle 
facility type is outside of the scope of this study, any 
roadway infrastructure improvement on Hartford 
Road in Simsbury should maintain an adequate 
continuous shoulder (4-6’ wide) to serve current and 
future users. This shoulder may also be used by 
pedestrians in constrained sections of the Hartford 
Road corridor. If a roundabout is installed at the 
intersection of Hartford Road and East Weatogue 
Street, more exploration must be done to determine 
the best way to accommodate bicycles and 
pedestrians in that intersection. 

Install Pedestrian Facilities 

As depicted in the overall bicycle and pedestrian plan 
graphic, it is recommended that there is an almost 
continuous sidewalk presence along the entire Route 
10 corridor in Simsbury. In Weatogue, the sidewalk 
on the west side of the street should continue from 
South Gateway to the intersection of Stratton Brook 
Road at Weatogue Village. On the eastern side there 
should be a sidewalk installed from Hartford Road 
to Powder Forest Drive. Along with topographical 
challenges, the rural nature and relatively low density 
of origins and destinations along other sections of 
Route 10 in Weatogue does not at present warrant 
full sidewalk frontage on both sides of the road 
throughout the geography. 

In the future, should the eastern edge of Powder 
Forest and Weatogue Village develop into a 
larger mixed use node and transit hub, additional 
sidewalks could be desirable adjacent to Route 10. 
As in Town Center, putting sidewalks on side street 
connections including Canal Street, Sand Hill Road, 
and Stratton Brook Road will aid in the effectiveness 
of transit facilities in the geography. Lastly, high 
visibility crosswalks should be installed at signalized 
intersections including Latimer Lane (recommended), 
Hartford Road, Canal Street, and Stratton Brook 
Road. 

Bike Facilities

To provide direct access to destinations oriented 
towards Route 10, it is recommended that 5’ bicycle 
shoulders are installed on the Route 10 corridor in 
Weatogue. 

Increase Capacity of P&R Commuter Lot 

As the Weatogue Park and Ride lot is constantly 
full, there is a need to expand commuter parking 
capacity at transit facilities south of Town Center. 
The Weatogue Park & Ride facility is adjacent to 
the Riverview Event center, which typically sees 
crowds on weekends and evenings. As the commuter 
load is heaviest on weekdays from 7am to 6pm, 
there is great opportunity to share parking lots to 
accommodate overflow demand with little conflict. 
This opportunity should be investigated prior to 
adding physical parking capacity elsewhere in 
Weatogue in the short term. 

Location for pedestrian underpass

Parking area on Nod Road

Weatogue Village Green and Circulation
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3.4.3 Mixed Commercial
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations
The mixed commercial area consists mainly of small 
local businesses selling goods and services and 
several isolated neighborhoods. It lacks a consistent 
visual presence outside of elevated sections of 
vegetation along the western edge. Despite the 
piecemeal appearance of the area, the residential 
sections provide relatively affordable housing 
opportunities with proximity to the multimodal Route 
10 and greenway corridors and the businesses 
provide valuable goods and services.

In addition to adding improved bicycle and pedestrian 
amenities to make the geography more accessible, 
streetscaping will provide a more cohesive character. 
Specifically:

•	 Provide vegetation management and 
maintenance of westerly wooded buffers 

•	 To maintain topography, do not expand pavement 
on the western edge if additional width Is needed 
for bike shoulders

•	 Provide streetscape enhancement with street tree 
rhythm and low hedging in non-vegetated section 
with emphasis on buffering primary lots and 
undesirable views.
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Provide Wayfinding Signage and Designate a 
Transit Stop

Wayfinding signage internal to Simsmore Square 
and directed at visitors accessing on foot and bike 
from the greenway and (future) sidewalks should be 
provided. Attention should be given to pedestrian 
circulation and facilities within the parcel to make 
it more attractive and usable for visitors to multiple 
destinations. We recommend that a transit stop be 
designated at the Simsmore Square property.

Improve Bike Facilities

As in other geographies without on-street parking, 5’ 
bike shoulders should be installed on the Route 10 
corridor here.

The greenway runs directly behind Simsmore Square 
and there are several access points on the property. 
At the north end, the greenway is accessed from the 
parking lot in a visible, direct, and well maintained 
manner, but the southern access point behind the 
gymnastics facility is underwhelming as it enters the 
parking area. We recommend better demarcation 
of this access point with signage, a light, and 
connecting path treatments so that people can find it 
more easily.

Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Expand Pedestrian Facilities

Sidewalks should be installed on both sides of Route 
10 throughout most of the Mixed Commercial area 
to better serve existing mom & pop businesses in 
and adjacent to Simsmore Square. In the short- to 
medium-term, it is recommended that sidewalks 
are installed from Wiggins Farm northward on the 
western side of the street, and the entirety of the 
eastern side. As a retrofit measure, continuous 
wide sidewalks should be placed directly in front of 
buildings in Simsmore Square, which have a similar 
setback from the road accommodating parking. Here 
the sidewalks will provide better access to shopfronts 
as well as allowing related activities and displays. 

On the rest of the east side, sidewalks should be 
closer to the street as seen in the “commercial” 
cross-section. On the west side of Route 10, the 
topography gives a distinct feeling of enclosure to the 
road, and the hillside should be respected in terms of 
sidewalk placement. Existing sidewalks on the hillside 
should be maintained, and continued in a similar 
manner where possible; extents are suggested above. 
In the long-term, as opportunity arises, sidewalks 
on the western side of the street from Wiggins Farm 
Drive South towards Weatogue may be warranted.

Greenway Trail access in Simsmore Square
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3.4.4 Historic Industry
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations
The Historic Industry and Housing Character Area is 
defined by a collection of small-scale industrial mill 
buildings currently utilized by an aerospace company, 
older homes, and interesting roadway curvature. 
Reflective of an earlier era, the industrial site  is 
composed of a number of smaller buildings rather 
than one or two oversized ones that dominate the 
parcel. 

In the long term, if the industrial parcel is 
redeveloped, the footprint should be configured so 
as to maintain a similar level of internal connectivity 
and scale. Additionally, the greenway should be 
relocated to the wooded area encompassing the 
original right of way rather than being adjacent to the 
street. The site should orient to both the greenway 
and Route 10 corridor and provide easy access 
between the two. Environmental cleanup efforts will 
probably be necessary. In the interim and future, 
prudent streetscaping can preserve and enhance the 
character of this geography:

Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Construct Parallel Roadway South of Town Center

Right-of-way already exists to create a service-
style roadway to the south of the terminus of Iron 
Horse Boulevard at Drake Hill Road that would run 
parallel to Route 10 and eventually reconnect to 

Route 10 somewhere in the vicinity of Pine Hill Drive. 
Some private property implications will need to be 
discussed with individual owners. While various 
manufacturing-related environmental issues may 
be present, and a stream crossing is required, this 
potential roadway will alleviate traffic on Route 10 
and provide significant opportunity in supporting 
potential future site development. It will also relieve 
some pressure from the offset West Street / Drake 
Hill intersection. If this extension is pursued, the 
greenway should be relocated from Route 10 to this 
new segment of roadway to provide a more direct 
path between destinations, thus increasing bicycle 
mobility. Further, extend West Street eastwards to 
Iron Horse so that the quantity of vehicles making 
the jog between West Street and Drake Hill Road via 
Route 10 is reduced. 

Realign Drake Hill Road

The intersection of Drake Hill Road should be 
relocated to align with West Street (Route 167) 
to create a four way, signalized intersection. The 
feasibility of roadway grading, and the integration 
with long term plans for the historic bank building will 
be important criteria to be evaluated and discussed 
with the property owner in a more detailed study.

Install Pedestrian Enhancements

In the short to medium term, it is recommended 
that sidewalks are installed on both sides of the 
street in the extents of this geography, except along 
the eastern edge where the greenway is. In the 
long term, if a new parallel roadway is created, the 
greenway should be relocated to that right-of-way 
and the bituminous surface along Route 10 should 
be replaced with concrete for longevity and visual 
consistency.

Improve Bike Facilities

Install 5’ bike shoulders on Route 10, continued from 
the Mixed Commercial character area to Drake Hill 
Road. If a new parallel roadway is created and future 
redevelopment requires on-street parking on Route 
10, the parallel roadway can be used for bicyclists 
instead.
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Specific recommendations include: 

•	 Follow the Town Center plan for future street 
connections and elimination of one-way streets.

•	 Apply street cross-sections from the master plan 
for new streets and retrofitting existing streets.

•	 Use distinctive materials in sidewalks, 
crosswalks, lighting, and street furniture along 
Hopmeadow. Select a single type of lighting for 
use throughout the Town Center. Apply brick 
walks along Route 10 at least 8 feet in width.

•	 Many parking decks are shown in the master 
plan, however, they are illustrative only. Not all of 
these parking decks will be needed in order to 
manage the parking demand in the downtown.

•	 Encourage parking access from side streets in 
the Town Center.

•	 Apply the new parking standards in the Town 
Center regulations to ensure that the Center does 
not get overparked.

Urban Design Recommendations

•	 Develop street tree replacement program 
(especially for the large sycamores)

•	 Define and design gateway elements at Iron Horse 
and West Street where they intersect Route 10

•	 Promote and preserve limited viewshed to 
mountain range and Heublein Tower, and easterly 
to Simsbury Meadows

•	 Continue design motif for streetscape elements in 
accordance with Simsbury Design Guidelines

•	 Provide subnode sitting/resting areas along Route 
10 and Iron Horse Boulevard

•	 Develop a branded wayfinding system 

•	 Develop themed walking tours of Simsbury, such 
as a History Walk
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3.4.5 Town Center 
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations 
The Town Center is the jewel of Simsbury; indeed, 
the guiding principles for this corridor study reflect its 
prominence and the community’s desire to maintain 
that prominence in the face of development pressure 
elsewhere along the corridor. New development 
should be targeted towards this geography, in a 
fashion consistent with the outcome of the Town 
Center Charrette report and as reflected in the 
buildout scenario used herein for modeling future 
build conditions.

The street network as drawn in the Town Center 
physical plan is very good, and should be 
implemented, regardless of the future footprints of 
individual buildings. The multimodal connectivity 
guidelines described in section 3.6.4. of this study 
provide sample language regarding walkable block 
characteristics that will add a technical basis to 
supplement the Town Zoning Regulations and 
promote accessible site plans.
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Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Route 10 at West Street

Install a secondary signal head for the eastbound 
approach in order to improve visibility, which 
is restricted due to the curved alignment of the 
approach. Improve visibility for the “Keep Right” sign 
on the West Street median island in order to ensure 
vehicles enter West Street on the correct side of the 
island.

Route 10 at Wilcox Street / Route 10 at Plank Hill 
Road / Route 10 at Seminary Road

Restripe Route 10 to provide northbound and 
southbound left turn lanes at the signalized 
intersections of Route 10 with Wilcox Street, Plank 
Hill Road, and Seminary Road. The proposed left turn 
lanes may be accomplished within the existing paved 
width of Route 10 by reducing the shoulder widths 
and eliminating on-street parking adjacent to the 
intersections, as appropriate.

Streetscaping 

Construct “bulb-outs” at crosswalks throughout 
downtown where possible. Curb extensions at 
existing and proposed crosswalk locations reduce 
the crossing distance for pedestrians, enhancing the 
pedestrian environment, encouraging more people 
to walk through downtown, and increasing safety 
for pedestrians in the crosswalk. The bulb-outs also 
provide a traffic calming effect, reducing the speed 
of vehicles as they pass through Town Center due to 
the reduced roadway width at intersections. At places 
where vehicles are expected to make left turns, the 
bulb-outs should be installed on the far side (only) 
of intersections so as to enable through traffic to 
maneuver around the stopped cars with minimal 
unnecessary delay.

On-Street parking

Allow and stripe for on-street parking between West 
and Iron Horse on Route 10. Spaces should be 
8-10’ wide, and removed in places for vehicles to go 
around at intersections.

Existing: Intersection of Wilcox Street and Route 10. Source: Town Center Charrette Study

Future: Intersection of Wilcox Street and Route 10. Source: Town Center Charrette Study
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Install Midblock Crossings at Town Hall and 
Library 

Consolidate the two existing midblock crosswalks 
adjacent to Town Hall to provide a single crosswalk 
approximately halfway between the two. Construct 
curb extensions at the new crosswalk location to 
reduce the crosswalk width to approximately 24 
to 26 feet. In front of the library, perform similar 
improvement, providing a high visibility crosswalk at 
the intersection of Mall Way and Route 10.

Priority New Roadway Connectivity with Town 
Center

The Town Center Plan depicts a number of new 
or improved streets providing walkable internal 
connectivity. The development plan will take many 
years to bring to fruition. In the short term, there 
are several connections that should be prioritized 
and can enhance the pedestrian environment now, 
along with better access to neighborhoods and 
the greenway. Railroad Street should be formalized 
with streetscaping and extended to Drake Hill Road 
on the South to make access more intuitive. The 
Town Center charrette recommended that Massaco 
Street should be extended to Iron Horse Boulevard. 
However, following significant objections from the 
land owner (St. Mary’s Parish), the recommendation 
was omitted by the Zoning Commission from the 
Final Adoption of the Code. 

Priority Sidewalk Installation

As the opportunity presents itself, key sidewalk 
connections, including Massaco Street, and linkages 
from Hopmeadow to Iron Horse, should be installed. 
Cross-sections should follow the Town Center master 
plan.

Transit

Retain a park and ride lot near Iron Horse and West 
Street as an access point for regional bus into 
Hartford. Location may be more appropriate on 
the east side of Iron Horse, adjacent to the water 
treatment plant. Redevelop the existing state parking 
lots in accordance with the master plan where 
parking is removed.

Existing: Looking South along Route 10 across from Fire Station Source: Town Center Charrette Study

Proposed: Looking South along Route 10 across from Fire Station Source: Town Center Charrette Study
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3.4.6 Green Corridor
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations 
The Green Corridor segment is characterized by 
dense woods and rolling hills, providing an interlude 
of unadorned nature near the heart of Simsbury. It 
is here that the Farmington River comes closest to 
Route 10. The development potential of the Green 
Corridor is highly limited due to topography and 
wetland features, and it is expected to remain in its 
primarily natural state. As such, it is important to: 

•	 Preserve scale and character of North and South 
Transition points with broad tree belts and historic 
architecture

•	 Develop vegetation management plan to increase 
year round viewshed to Farmington River 
and Eastern Mountain Range. Provide annual 
maintenance as necessary

Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Fill Pedestrian Gaps

Due to topography and the general lack of 
destinations immediately adjacent to Route 10 here, 
pedestrians should rely primarily on the greenway to 
fulfill their travel and recreational needs. However, 
it is recommended to add a short sidewalk on 
West side between Owens Brook Boulevard and 
the Westminster Driveway to begin to fill in the gap 
between the school and Town Center. For the same 
reason, and to benefit neighborhood residents, 
a sidewalk should be added on the west side of 
Route 10 between Westwood Drive to Tariffville 
Road (and north to North Gateway). Westminster 
Cartway attaches to this neighborhood, and sidewalk 
connections will reduce isolation and increase safe 
travel opportunities for residential students, faculty, 
and staff. High-visibility crosswalks should be 
maintained at the signalized intersections at either 
end of this segment, Owens Brook Boulevard and 
Tariffville Road.

Upgrade Bike Facilities

5’ shoulders should be installed on Route 10 in this 
segment to provide direct connection between Town 
Center and North Gateway. Roadway narrowing and 
the presence of bike shoulders should reduce travel 
speeds somewhat, helping to preserve the rustic 
nature of the Green Corridor.
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there are large setbacks leading to commercial 
strips with parking lots between the roadway 
and development. Parking should not be located 
between the buildings and Route 10.

•	 The visual connection to open space and the 
agrarian history in the Northern Gateway is the 
long term objective. Although there should not 
be an emphasis on preserving the existing barns, 
future projects in the North Gateway can include 
visual cues reminiscent of the barns and, if 
feasible, materials and/or architectural elements 
from the barns can be used in the layout of the 
redeveloped properties.

•	 Provide selective brush and vegetation clearing 
for visual access to existing and proposed 
structures and properties

•	 Develop street master plan to address future 
corridor definition and connectivity

•	 Refine “gateway image”

•	 Consider gateway elements and wayfinding 
systems at Wolcott Road

•	 Consistent with the POCD, provide for the 
concentration, organization and intensification of 
development in walkable nodes at appropriate 
intersections so as to cluster development in an 
effort to accomplish the objectives of open space 
and visual connection to the agrarian history.

The town should consider a conceptual plan in 
the near future which employs smart growth and 
sustainable communities principles and low impact 
development techniques to balance potential future 
development with conservation efforts thereby 
enhancing the unique Simsbury character and quality 
of life in this area.

Integral to a North Gateway plan could be a service 
road parallel to Route 10 with a single access point 
on Route 10 to aid access management. In the short 
term, access management could be achieved by 
exploring interparcel access (i.e. instituting vehicular 
connectivity between adjacent land parcels that does 
not require use of Route 10) involving cooperation 
between several landowners. 
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3.4.7 North Gateway
Land Use and Urban Design 
Recommendations 
North gateway’s character is one of “framed open 
area” and nostalgic buildings. It has the largest 
amount of developable land of all of the geographies. 
As such, development in the North Gateway has 
the potential for either great synergy or detrimental 
conflict with Town Center and the rest of the Route 10 
corridor. Some considerations regarding land use and 
urban design are as follows:

•	 Develop conceptual land use and internal 
circulation plan for North Gateway to inform 
and guide major land owners regarding Town 
planning policies as they move to develop their 
individual parcels. It has been noted through 
this planning process that the vision for this 
area is not strip-style development in which 
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Extend Wolcott Road

Extend Wolcott Road west to Hoskins Road, 
increasing east-west connectivity within the North 
Gateway area. This should also reduce traffic 
volumes on Route 10 through the North Gateway and 
on Tariffville Road. 

Enhance the intersection of Route 10 at Wolcott 
Road with landscaped intersection medians. This 
intersection functions as the entrance to the North 
Gateway neighborhood and the Town of Simsbury, 
and should reflect that from an aesthetic perspective. 
Coordinate the Wolcott Road extension and 
intersection improvements with the Dorsett Crossing 
Development plan.

Better Manage Vehicular Access to Businesses

There are excessive curb cuts to parcels on both 
sides of Route 10, which pose safety and operational 
issues to travelers of all modes. Driveways should 
be eliminated or consolidated so there is no more 
than one per parcel, with adjacent parcels preferably 
sharing driveways and/or providing access from 
side or rear streets. There are multiple land owners 
who would need to coordinate efforts to rectify the 
situation. 

North Gateway Access Management

It is recommended that an internal connection/
service road could be installed on the western side of 
Route 10, connecting Hoskins Road to the Ice Rink 
driveway (Phase 1) to Wolcott Road extension (Phase 
2, if necessary). This street could be offset 300-500’ 
from Route 10 to create the framework for a walkable 
node of several blocks in the southern part of the 
North Gateway. This street could run behind existing 
and proposed business and creates additional 
frontage, rear parking access, internal walkability, and 
potential for access management improvements.

It is worth considering separately the continuation of 
a parallel connection north of the ice rink. The current 
land use is this area is primarily agricultural and the 
road would go through the eastern side of several 
fields. There are several historic barns in this area that 
while not significantly impacted, would likely become 
more attractive for redevelopment if a roadway 
connection was built in the location. Given the finite 
development potential of the Route 10 corridor within 
Simsbury, it is critical to consider exactly where 
land uses may be intensified and provide right-sized 
transportation facilities.

Upgrade Bike Facilities

As in other geographies, 5’ on-road bike shoulders 
should be installed on Route 10 here, especially 
as the greenway diverges from the road towards 
the north end of town. The wide shoulders should 
continue well into the Town of Granby; a suggested 
terminus is the Granby Town Center. This area is 
a popular cycling route, and continuous defined 
facilities of adequate width will provide safety for 
cyclists and have a traffic calming effect. In the 
more rural section of Route 10 in northern Simsbury 
and southern Granby, the shoulders can double as 
pedestrian facilities until the point it may be desirable 
to expand fully separated sidewalk coverage.

Install Sidewalks

The businesses located in North Gateway are car-
oriented, in part because there is inadequate sidewalk 
access from surrounding residences. Sidewalk 
installation will cut down on short vehicular trips 
within the geography and help improve the streetside 
character.

In the shorter-term, sidewalks should be installed on 
both sides of Route 10 from Tariffville Road to the 
Ice Rink driveway. On the eastern side, they should 
continue at least to Wolcott Road and connect to the 
greenway there. In the longer-term, sidewalks should 
continue into Granby on one or both sides of Route 
10, connecting additional neighborhoods to a North 
Gateway node and transit stops.

Multimodal Transportation and 
Mobility Recommendations
Improve Intersection of Route 10 at Tariffville Road

Remove the existing channelized right turn island and 
reconstruct the northeast corner of the intersection 
while maintaining the two-lane westbound approach 
on Tariffville Road. This will significantly reduce the 
crosswalk length for users of the Greenway while 
maintaining the same amount of capacity for vehicles.

Improve Intersection of Route 10 at Hoskins Road

Install a new traffic signal on Route 10 at Hoskins 
Road. Widen Route 10 to provide a northbound 
left turn lane at the proposed traffic signal. This 
improvement has already been recommended as 
part of a private development on Hoskins Road, 
and is presently under construction. As part of the 
improvement, the developer has proposed to realign 
the intersection of Hoskins Road and Ely Lane to 
reduce the traffic volume on Ely Lane at Route 10, 
consolidating the majority of turning traffic to the 
proposed traffic signal.

Existing conditions in North Gateway

Proposed conditions in North Gateway

Wolcott Road Intersection
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3.5. Recommended Transportation 
Project Matrix
The following tables summarize a range of physical 
transportation facility improvements as described 
earlier in Chapter 3. These projects are evaluated in 
terms of goals that they achieve as well as predicted 
costs, potential funding sources, most appropriate 
phasing, and some potential impacts of construction. 
Given the scope of this study, which was conducted 
as a holistic planning-level analysis, the extent and 
magnitude of potential environmental impacts and 
construction-related concerns for individual projects 
are not fully known at this time, and should be 
evaluated in greater depth if projects move forward. 

The following parameters are used to evaluate each alternative: 
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General Notes on Impacts
+ Design and Constructability Considerations

TRANSIT SERVICE AND FACILITIES

1 South Gateway
Explore extending transit services between Route 185 and Route 44
to serve residents and businesses in the South Gateway.

This recommendation seeks to promote alternatve modes of transportation to
the automobile for commute trips.  Further exploration would need to be
done, particularly with CT Transit.

2 Weatogue
Expand capacity of existing lot. Investigate shared parking
opportunity with Riverview Event Facility. Perform maintenance on
transit shelter and pedestrian paths.

$25 -
250K F < 5 years Avoid adding extra pavement near river and floodplain.

3 Town Center
Formalize additional bus stop locations (e.g. Library, Town Hall, Eno
Hall, Grocery Store, etc) and install signage, schedules, maps, and
furniture (shelters & benches) as necessary.

<
$25K T or

P/P
< 5 years

Locations TBD. Likely that bus stops can all be placed within ROW or Town
property.

4 Town Center
Investigate optimal location for Park and Ride Lot in Town Center.
Provide appropriate signage, shelters, and maps.

<
$25K T

6 - 10
years

Avoid adding additional impervious surface, consider relocation as needed due
to redevelopment.

5 South Gateway
Install 5' Bicycle Shoulders on Hopmeadow Street from Latimer Lane
to Route 44 in Avon.

<
$25K

T or S < 5 years
The travelway may require slight widening in places to safely accommodate
bicycle shoulders. 32' paved width is is necessary to include 5' bike shoulders.

5 South Gateway
Move Greenway crossing to intersection of Old Canal Way / The
Hartford. Remove channelized NB right turn island on Route 10 at
The Hartford (Greenway X-ing alternative 1).

$250K
-

$2.5M
T or S

6 - 10
years

Greenway crossing via the Hartford driveway requires modifications to private
property, and it may be difficult to remove the channelized island.  Trail
relocation increases travel distance for bikers.  Signalized roadway crossing
will improve safety for bikers.

6 South Gateway

Move Greenway crossing to intersection of Latimer Lane and Route
10  between Latimer Lane and existing X-ing location if signal is
installed. Remove channelized right turn island at The Hartford
driveway.  Relocate greenway to eastern side of Route 10 with
setback from road; potential river access. (Greenway X-ing
alternative 2).

$250K
-

$2.5M
T or S

6 - 10
years

Right-of-way impacts are likely for the new trail alignment to Latimer Lane. It
may be difficult to remove the channelized turn island at The Hartford
driveway.  Signalized roadway crossing will improve safety for bikers.

7 South Gateway
At existing Greenway crossing, install overhead HAWK signals on
Route 10. (Greenway X-ing alternative 3).

$25 -
250K

T or S
6 - 10
years

Does not require trail relocation, but may not be as safe for recreational trail
users as a permanently protected crossing at a signalized intersection.

8 Weatogue
Install 5' On-Road Bicycle Shoulders on Hopmeadow Street between
Latimer Lane and Powder Forest Drive.

$25 -
250K

T or F < 5 years
The travelway may require slight widening in places to safely accommodate
bicycle shoulders. 32' paved width is is necessary to include 5' bike shoulders.

9 Weatogue Install 5' bike shoulders along Hartford Road.
$25 -
250K

T or S < 5 years
State of CT preferred on-road bicycle route. Coordinate with Nod Road and E
Weatogue Intersection projects. May require road diet or slight travelway
expansion to accommodate appropriate automobile and bicycle facilities.

10 Weatogue
On-road bicycle considerations through new East Weatogue Street
and Hartford Road intersection configuration

<
$25K

T 6-10 years
Should either a roundabout or a t-intersection be implemented at this
intersection, it is desirable to consider accommodations for cyclists throughout
this intersection and area.

11
Mixed
Commercial

Install 5' Bicycle Shoulders on Hopmeadow Road between Woodland
Street and Powder Forest Drive.

$25 -
250K

T or S < 5 years
The travelway may require slight widening in places to safely accommodate
bicycle shoulders. 32' paved width is is necessary to include 5' bike shoulders.

TRANSIT SERVICE AND FACILITIES

BICYCLE FACILITIES
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General Notes on Impacts
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BICYCLE FACILITIES (CONT.)

12
Historic Industry
and Housing

Install 5' Marked On-Road Bicycle Shoulders on Hopmeadow Street
between West Street and Woodland Street.

$25 -
250K T or S < 5 years

The travelway may require slight widening in places to safely accommodate
bicycle shoulders. 32' paved width is is necessary to include 5' bike shoulders.

13
Historic Industry
and Housing

Relocate bike shoulders from Hopmeadow Street to parallel roadway
south of town center between West Street and terminus of new
parallel roadway on Hopmeadow Street.

<
$25K

T or
P/P

As
Opportunity

Arises or
>10 years

Right-of-Way already exists for a parallel roadway south of town center, and
should accommodate a multi-use trail and road with bike facilities within it.
There may be some impact to wetlands or floodplains. Bicycle facility type
subject to further review, but may also be accommodated via sharrows or
paved shoulders depending on traffic volume and speed characteristics.

14 Town Center Create formal bike facilities along Iron Horse Boulevard.

<
$25K

T < 5 years

On-Road bicycle facility type subject to further review, but may be
accommodated via sharrows, or paved shoulders depending on traffic volume
and speed characteristics.  Unlikely that the street will need physical
improvements beyond restriping to accomplish this project.

15 Green
Install 5' Bicycle Shoulders on Hopmeadow Street between Iron Horse
Boulevard and Tarriffville Road.

$25 -
250K T or S < 5 years

The travelway may require slight widening in places to safely accommodate
bicycle shoulders. 32' paved width is is necessary to include 5' bike shoulders.

16 North Gateway
Install 5' Bicycle Shoulders on Hopmeadow Street from Tariffville
Road to Town of Granby.

<
$25K

T or S < 5 years

Continue to Granby Town line and coordinate with Granby for on-road
extension to their town center. The travelway may require slight widening in
places to safely accommodate bicycle shoulders. 32' paved width is is
necessary to include 5' bike shoulders.

17 South Gateway
Install sidewalks on west side of Route 10 between Route 44 and
Latimer Lane to connect neighborhoods to destinations.

$250K
-

$2.5M
T or S < 5 years

Adjacent to roadway (5' sidewalk and 3-6' verge), some property easements
likely required.

18 South Gateway
Install sidewalks on east side of Route 10 between Route 44 and
Latimer Lane to connect neighborhoods.

$250K
-

$2.5M T or S

As
Opportunity

Arises or
>10 years

Development-driven. Coordinate with greenway (which may substitute for part
if providing sufficient access to business and other destinations). Buffer from
road 25-50' to preserve character of Southern Gateway.

19 Weatogue
Between Hartford Road and Wiggins Farm Drive, Install new concrete
sidewalks on both sides of Route 10.

$250K
-

$2.5M T or S

As
Opportunity

Arises or
>10 years

Sidewalk installation may be done in conjunction with Weatogue Village
redevelopment, or to serve existing business and provide connection from mid-
corridor neighborhoods to the Weatogue Park & Ride and recreational
opportunities.  Minimal negative impacts.  The western side of the road has
fewer existing destinationsand less need for sidewalk facilities at present.

20 Weatogue
Intersection of Stratton Brook Road and Route 10: Upgrade
pedestrian signal equipment and provide exclusive pedestrian
phases. Install high visibility crosswalks where missing.

<
$25K

S

As
Opportunity

Arises or
>10 years

Minimal impacts anticipated.

BICYCLE FACILITIES (CONT.)

PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES
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General Notes on Impacts
+ Design and Constructability Considerations

PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES (CONT.)

21 Weatogue
Intersection of Hartford Road and Route 10: Upgrade pedestrian
signal equipment and provide exclusive pedestrian phases. Install
high visibility crosswalks where missing.

< $25K

S

As
Opportunity

Arises or
>10 years

Minimal impacts anticipated.

22 Weatogue
At existing Nod Road intersection, install high visability crosswalk for
mid-block pedestrian crossing to Pinchot Sycamore and boat launch.

< $25K
S < 5 years

If traffic signal is removed, additional safety measures may be needed for
crosswalk visibility.

23 Weatogue
On the north side of the Bridge at on Route 185 over the Farmington
River, install a pedestrian bridge to link the new village center area
with the recreational opportunities at the river

< $25K

T

As
Opportunity
Arises or >
10 Years

Installing a pedestrian bridge and connecting the two sides of the river will
further enhance recreational opportunities and community character,
particularly in Weatogue Village Center.

24
Mixed
Commercial

From Wiggins Farm Drive to West Street, replace sidewalks on west
side of street with concrete, fill in small connectivity gaps.

$25 -
250K T or S < 5 years Some grading may be required due to topography.

25
Historic Industry
and Housing

Install Greenway adjacent to new parallel roadway south of town
center within Right-of-Way.

$25 -
250K T or

P/P

As
Opportunity

Arises or
>10 years

Right-of-Way already exists for an Iron Horse extension, and should
accommodate a multi-use trail and road with bike facilities within it. There
may be some impact to wetlands or floodplains. Greenway realignment &
construction may precede road construction.

26 Town Center
West Street to Owens Brook: Determine locations of curb bulb-outs
and pedestrian crossing opportunities.

<
$25K T < 5 years

Minimal impact. Ensure that bulbouts do not encroach travel lane and provide
adequate space for bicycle trave on the roadside.  Consider LID techniques in
landscaping.

27 Town Center
Between West Street and Owens Brook Boulevard, fill in sidewalk
gaps with brick pavers. Replace non-brick sidewalk with brick
pavers.

$250K
-

$2.5M
T < 5 years Regularly maintain brick.

28 North Gateway
From Hoskins Road to the Ice Rink driveway, install sidewalks on
both sides of Route 10 and add several formal connections to
greenway.

$250K
-

$2.5M
T or S < 5 years Some properties on east side of road, would need greenway access easement.

29 Entire Corridor

Install sidewalks on streets that connect Route 10 to neighborhoods,
schools, parks, and other destinations. Especially high-priority
sidewalk connections include Old Meadow Plain Road, Latimer Lane,
Deer Park Road, Sand Hill Road, Stratton Brook Road, Plank Hill
Road, Massaco Street, Seminary Road, Hoskins Road, and Tariffville
Road, but all existing intersecting streets should be considered.

$250K
-

$2.5M
/ mile T < 5 years

These are off-corridor recommendations which affect the multimodal
functionality of Route 10. They have not been studied in detail, and may have
some impact on adjacent property within 10 feet of the existing paved edge.
Maintenance needs must be considered.

Potential Funding

F Federal

S State

T Town
P/P Public / Private or Development Criteria

PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES (CONT.)
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General Notes on Impacts +
Design and Constructability Considerations

OFF CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY AND OPERATIONS

30 Weatogue
New regional connection extending  from Route 185 to Route 10 and
Stratton Brook Intersection. (Concept #3)

$250K -
$2.5M

F 6-10 years

Enhances cross-town movements and creates opportunity for multimodal hub.
One-way configuration may cause confusion. Potential wetland and floodplain
considerations, multiple property owners. Complex coordination with Canal
Street and Sand Hill Road.  Allows for potential development of a village green.

31 Weatogue
Upgrade teardrop intersection with roundabout or traffic signal to
increase safety, and driver expectancy. (Related to Concepts #2A-
2C)

$250K -
$2.5M

T 6-10 years
Intersection reconfiguration should be able to occur within existing ROW.
Special attention to character and landscaping needed with regard to Historic
district and pastoral setting.

32 Weatogue
Relocation Nod Road easterly from its current location with Hartford
Road, midway between river and E Weatogue Street.* (Concept #2A)

$25 -
250K

S < 5 years

Improves intersection operations on both Hartford Road and Route 10.
Opportunities for improved river access and boat launch.  Improved
opportunities forrecreational lot and low impact, green infrastructure
demonstration area.  Floodway and envrionmental issues.  Potential impact to
Historic District.

33
Historic Industry
and Housing

New parallel service-style roadway south of town center from the
terminus of Iron Horse Boulevard at Drake Hill Road along existing
ROW to intersect RT 10 somewhere in the vacinity of Pine Hill Drive.
(Concept #4)

$250K -
$2.5M

P/P 6-10 years

ROW to facilitate extension exists and provides better access to continuation of
compact Town Center redevelopment opportunities. Manufacturing-related
environmental issues may exist. Required Stream Crossing.  Private property
considerations.  Allows for southerly extension of Town Center.

34 Town Center
Extend Railroad Street South to Drake Hill Road as drawn in Town
Center Charrette Plan.

$25 -
250K

P/P

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

Private property, would require parking lot reconfiguation but formalized road
could be accomplished with minimal impact to existing buildings.Greatly
increased walkability and potential economic development opportunity as
described in Town Center Plan.

35 Town Center

Upgrade existing accessway between Route 10 (at the Fire
Department) and Iron Horse Boulevard (at Bandshell) with formal
street connection and sidewalks in accordance with Town Center
Plan.

< $25K P/P < 5 years Private Property.

36 North Gateway
New  regional connection extending  from Wolcott Road west and
south to connect with Hoskins at Country Road Intersection.
(Concept #5A)

$250K -
$2.5M

P/P

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

Wolcott extension improves cross-town movement. Existing site plans may not
be conducive to most desireable alignment of road extension. Multiple property
owners.

37 North Gateway
New parallel connection extending south from Ice Rink Driveway to
intersect with Hoskins Road, approximately 300-400' west of Route
10. (Concept #5B, split)

$250K -
$2.5M

P/P < 5 years

This street runs behind existing business and creates additional frontage, rear
parking access, internal walkability, and potential for access management
improvements. There are multiple land owners. Some curb cuts along Route 10
would be eliminated or consolidated. (Separate but possibly concurrent project)

38 North Gateway
New Parallel connection extending south from new regional
connection to intersect with Ice Rink Driveway. (Concept #5B, split)

$250K -
$2.5M

P/P

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

The current land use in this area is primarily agricultural and the road would go
through the eastern side of several fields. There are several historic barns
located north of the Ice Rink driveway that while not significantly impacted,
would likely become more attractive for redevelopment if a roadway
connection was built in this location.

39 South Gateway Interesection of Latimer Lane and Route 10: Install Traffic Signal.
$25 -
250K

S < 5 years
Reduce peak hour delays and queues due to stop control.  High side street and
Route 10 volumes warrant a traffic signal under the existing conditions.

40 South Gateway
Intersection of Old Meadow Plain Road and Route 10: Synchronize
signal - integrate into existing system.

< $25K S < 5 years
Synchronized signals improve traffic progression through the corridor,
increasing the capacity of the existing roadway network.

41 South Gateway
Intersection of Old Canal Way / The Hartford and Route 10:
Synchronize signal - integrate into existing system.

< $25K S < 5 years
Synchronized signals improve traffic progression through the corridor,
increasing the capacity of the existing roadway network.

OFF CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY AND OPERATIONS
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INTERSECTION OPERATIONS (LOCALIZED IMPROVEMENTS)

42 South Gateway

Consolidate curb cuts and minimize the number of driveways per
parcel with direct access to Route 10 by encouraging future
developments to access RT 10 through existing driveways.  When
new development is proposed and existing drives or existing curb
cuts do not exist,  efforts to create intersections opposite local
streets should be made so as to create the best possible intersection
alignment and configuration.

$25 -
250K

T or S < 5 years Will need to coordinate with multiple property owners.

43 Weatogue

Intersections of Route 10 at Stratton Brook Road and Route 10 at
Canal Street: Widen Stratton Brook Road for an eastbound right turn
slip lane, forming a second exclusive southbound through lane on
Route 10 through the Canal Street intersection.  Continue to the
existing left turn lane for Hartford Road.  Install median through
Weatogue.

$250K -
$2.5M

F 6-10 years

Minimizes congestion due to two closely spaced traffic signals.  Proposed rear
access road from Hartford Road reduces northbound left turn volumes at both
roadways, minimizing queuing issues.  Median improves aesthetic environment,
reduces visual impact of a wider roadway, and improves pedestrian crossings.

44 Town Center
At all signalized intersections between West Street and Owens Brook
Boulevard (Wilcox Street, Plank Hill Road/Phelps Lane, Seminary
Road), restripe Route 10 for northbound and southbound left turns.

< $25K S 6-10 years
Allows through vehicles on Route 10 to bypass left turning vehicles safely,
minimizing queuing through Town Center.

45 Town Center
Between West Street and Owens Brook Boulevard, install curb bulb-
outs, stripe on-street parallel parking spaces

$25 -
250K

T < 5 years
Reduce crosswalk length, improving pedestrian safety.  Improves aesthetic
environment and narrows width of roadway, reducing vehicle speeds.

46 Town Center
Install secondary signal head for eastbound West Street approach,
Improve visibility of "Keep Right" sign on island.

< $25K S < 5 years
Additional signal head improves visibility of signal for eastbound vehicles.
"Keep Right" sign minimizes potential for head-on accidents.

47 North Gateway
Intersection of Tariffville Road and Route 10: Optimize signal
phasing and synchronize with existing system, Remove westbound
right turn slip lane, convert to standard right turn lane.

$25 -
250K

S < 5 years

Signalized slip lane does not increase intersection capacity.  Removal of the slip
lane allows the crosswalk length to be significantly reduced.  This improves
safety for pedestrians and bicyclists while reducing the necessary pedestrian
clearance time, thus improving capacity.

48 North Gateway
Consolidate curb cuts and minimize the number of driveways per
parcel with direct access to Route 10.

$25 -
250K

T or S < 5 years Will need to coordinate with multiple property owners.

49 North Gateway
Intersection of Wolcott Road and Route 10: Synchronize signal -
integrate into existing system. Enhance intersection both
aesthetically (median) and operationally (Ped X-ing).

$25 -
250K

S < 5 years
Synchronized signals improve traffic progression through the corridor,
increasing the capacity of the existing roadway network.  Landscaped median
will improve aesthetic environment while providing safer pedestrian crossing.

50 Entire Corridor
Adjust speed limits along corridor to be sensitive to character area
context, increase driver predictibility, and improve multimodal
safety.

< $25K S < 5 years
Lower speeds in more developed areas of the corridor provides greater
multimodal travel safety and access to adjacent properties. Speed limit
adjustment would need to be coordinated with ConnDOT and STC.

51 Entire Corridor
Reduce through travel lane width to 11' in each direction to provide
consistent cross-section, reduced speeds, and improved multimodal
travel safety.

< $25K S < 5 years
Lane width reduction and consistently marked width will not negatively impact
adjacent properties. Turn lanes should be provided where appropriate.

INTERSECTION OPERATIONS (LOCALIZED IMPROVEMENTS)
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RECOMMENDATIONS IN APPENDIX

52 South Gateway
New Bridge between Hopmeadow St and Nod Road, in vicinity of
Latimer Lane or South of Riverwalk Drive. (Concept #1B)

> $2.5M P/P

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

Allows vehicles accessing destinations in the Southern Gateway to Bypass Route
10, facilittes cross-town movements.  High Cost.  Environmental and permitting
challenges.  Potentiall increases traffic volume on Latimer Lane.  Crosses river
but not mountain.  Optimal river crossing point subject to further study.

53 South Gateway

Construct North-South parallel connection between Old Meadow
Plain Road and Latimer Lane approximately 400-600' feet east of
Hopmeadow Road. Reroute Greenway along this road. (Concept
#1A, Split).

$250K -
$2.5M

P/P

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

Provides opportunity for access management along Route 10 and serves existing
employment center. A new public road would require some reconfiguration of
existing parking areas and driveways. Greenway could be rerouted adjacent to
this road so that crossings of Route 10 occur at signal protected intersections.
Increased pavement near river and through floodplain. Additional TDM
strategies (commuter lot shuttles or revised transit routes) could also reduce
pressure on Route 10. Input from the Hartford will be important.

54 South Gateway
Construct North-South parallel connection between Latimer Lane
and Blue Ridge Drive, east of Hopmeadow Road and adjacent to
greenway trail. (Concept #1A, Split)

$250K -
$2.5M

P/P

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

Provides opportunity for access management along Route 10, river access, and
serves existing employment center. A new public road would require some
reconfiguration of existing parking areas and driveways. Increased pavement
near river and through floodplain. Additional TDM strategies (commuter lot
shuttles or revised transit routes) could also reduce pressure on Route 10.

55 Weatogue
Relocation of Nod Road easterly from its current location with
Hartford Road to intersect East Weatogue Street. (Concept #2B)

> $2.5M T 6-10 years

Improves intersection operations on both Hartford Road and Route 10.
Opportunities for improved river acces and boat launch. Floodway and
environmental issues. Impacts to Local Historic District and Nationally
Registered Historic District under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and Section 4F of the National Transportation Act requires
looking at alternatives to preserve community character.

56 Town Center
New  regional connection extending  from Bushy Hill Road north to
intersect with Firetown Road crossing golf course at Hopmeadow
Country Club. (Concept #6)

$250K -
$2.5M

T

As
Opportunit
y Arises or
>10 Years

Challenging topography. Impacts golf course layout if constructed at grade;
more expensive if not at grade. Private property and wetlands impact,
depending on alignment. Provides better access to High School and Middle
School from nearby neighborhoods. Could potentially be a bicycle, pedestrian,
and golf cart facility instead of a road.

57
Town of
Simsbury

Extend Wintonbury Road to Adams Road in  Bloomfield. > $2.5M T 6-10 years
State forest land between existing roads. Residential property owners along
Adams Road and Wintonbury Road may object to increased traffic volume.
Existing steep grade will result in significant grading.

Potential Funding

F Federal

S State

T Town
P/P Public / Private or Development Criteria

RECOMMENDATIONS IN APPENDIX
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3.6 Policies
Various policy modifications and additions should be 
considered to enable the Route 10 recommended 
improvements to take place, and to insure that the 
principles of livability developed and embraced 
through this project can be carried forward into 
holistic planning on a town wide level. Policies 
can be enacted on a Town level, and can influence 
decisions made by both the public and private sector 
in planning activities. The holistic, integrated land use 
and transportation approach used within this Corridor 
Study to insure the preservation of Route 10 as a 
community Main Street is dependent in part on some 
of these recommended policy items, as summarized 
below.

3.6.1 Access Management
This section describes the traffic engineering and 
design recommendations for access management 
techniques to increase safety and reduce crashes. 

Implement an access management policy as part of 
the Town Zoning Regulations. This policy yield the 
following benefits to the Town:

•	 Improved safety through decreased accident 
frequency and severity

•	 Reduced conflicts and potential hazards between 
vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians

•	 Reduces cut through trips into neighborhoods

•	 Reduces congestion along commercial sections 
of Route 10

•	 Improved access to businesses, increases 
convenience of business patrons.

Access Management Tools and Techniques

The following tools and techniques should be 
considered as part of an access management policy, 
including both physical design measures as well as 
land development and roadway design standards. 
Examples of common and highly effective tools and 
techniques are:

•	 Consolidate and minimize left turn exits from 
driveways;

•	 Use of raised center median;

•	 Encourage interconnectivity of properties, and 
shared driveways for adjacent land parcels/
developments;

•	 Create service roads for direct land access 
parallel to major arterial; and

•	 Provide adequately designed turn lanes

•	 Install traffic signals at major shared access 
points.

In developing the policy, the Town should refer 
to guidance provided by the Federal Highway 
Administration in their Access Management Primer: 
http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/amprimer/
access_mgmt_primer.htm

Shared driveways

Cross access easements

Parallel access roads
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3.6.3 Complete Streets
A major focus of transportation planning on the 
Federal, State and local level has recently been the 
principle of developing and implementing Complete 
Streets. Complete Streets are those that are designed 
to be safe and operable for users of all ages and 
abilities, and employing any mode of transportation 
including cars, transit, bicycles, or feet. A Complete 
Street, in addition to general purpose vehicular travel 
lanes, include items such as sidewalks, bike lanes 
or shoulders, bus lanes, transit stops, crosswalks, 
median refuges, curb bulbouts, and other features 
that add to the usability and livability of the street as 
determined by context. Legislation on the subject 
has been passed in 24 states including Connecticut 
and the Safe and Complete Streets Act of 2011 is 
currently pending in Congress. It is anticipated that 
at a national level when the surface transportation bill 
is reauthorized, projects receiving federal funding will 
need to demonstrate some level of Complete Streets 
compliance.

It is recommended that the Town of Simsbury develop 
and adopt a Complete Streets policy. Suggested 
language is as follows:

“Town staff shall enforce exiting policies, provide 
guiding principles, and create operating practices 
as deemed appropriate and feasible so that 
transportation systems are planned, designed, 
constructed, and operated to make bicycling and 
pedestrian movements an integral part of the 
Town’s transportation planning and programming 
while promoting safe operations for all users. 
Town staff shall plan for, design, construct and 
operate all new Town transportation improvement 
projects to provide appropriate accommodation 
for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and 
persons of all abilities, while promoting safe 
operations for all users, as deemed appropriate 
and feasible. Town staff shall incorporate 
Complete Streets principles into transportation 
strategic planning, transportation plans, manuals, 
rules, regulations and programs where deemed 
appropriate and as feasible.”

The Town of Simsbury should follow the example of 
the City of Charlotte, North Carolina which defines 
the intent of its Urban Street Design Guidelines as 
follows:

“These Guidelines are intended to ensure 
a process that clearly, consistently, and 
comprehensively considers the needs of 
motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists when 
planning and designing streets. All streets should 
be evaluated in terms of how they affect many 
different groups, including the following:

•	 Motorists;

•	 pedestrians (including transit riders);

•	 transit operators;

•	 bicyclists; and 

•	 people living, working, or otherwise using the 
adjacent land uses.”

The Town of Simsbury should embrace the principles 
of Complete Streets. New and retrofitted streets 
within the Town will be designed in a manner to 
balance the needs of all anticipated users, regardless 
of their selected mode of travel. The design of 
facilities should incorporate elements to balance 
mobility needs of all users and be consistent with 
the designated context areas within which the facility 
is proposed to be implemented. This Policy should 
apply to all roadways within the Town, including state, 
county, and local facilities, and should be applied to 
new construction and retrofits of existing facilities, 
including resurfacing. CRCOG desires that Complete 
Streets policies are in place for every Town in the 
region. 

3.6.2 Travel Demand Management
A non-infrastructure method to promote better 
utilization of the available roadway capacity 
incorporates the development and adoption of 
various travel demand management (TDM) tools and 
measures. These can follow the path of initiatives or 
benefits enacted by major employers along a corridor 
or within a region, who have influence over a great 
number of employees; these employees typically 
commute in single occupant vehicles today. 

The Town and Regional Planning Agency can 
incentivize the commute patterns of large pools of 
commuters to modify their behavior, seek alternate 
transportation, and thus eliminate some of the 
demand on the roadway during peak hours. 

Within the Route 10 corridor, The Hartford, Chubb 
Insurance, Dyno- Nobel, and the Town of Simsbury 
are large employers who could be leaders in 
promotion of TDM strategies Successful programs 
could be transferred to other employers to comprise 
a critical mass and create a “smart transportation” 
mindset within the community.

Some examples of TDM strategies are recommended 
as follows:

•	 Institution of “flex time” or staggered work hour 
policies to spread the peak commute over a 
greater time period;

•	 Programs for “work from home” or 
telecommuting;

•	 Incentives for carpooling or vanpooling, such as 
preferred parking or provision of vans;

•	 Installation of facilities that make it more feasible 
or attractive to commute by bicycling or walking 
(including from transit stops) such as direct and 
well lit pathways, secure bicycle storage, and 
showers;

•	 Provision of transit passes at a reduced or free 
rate to interested employees; and 

•	 Contests among various departments to reduce 
carbon footprint through alternate transportation.

All of these programs can be endorsed by the Town, 
and utilized to achieve measurable reductions in 
vehicle demand due to the larger employers along the 
corridor.
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e. On a planning level, it can be assumed that 
roundabouts will provide higher capacity and 
lower delays than all-way stop control, but 
less than two-way stop control if the minor 
movements are not experiencing operational  
problems. A single-lane roundabout may be 
assumed to operate within its capacity at any 
intersection that does not exceed the peak-hour 
volume warranted for signals. A roundabout that 
operates within its capacity will generally produce 
lower delays than a signalized intersection 
operating with the same traffic volumes and right-
of-way limitations.

f. Since the distinctions between modern 
roundabouts and other kinds of circular 
intersections may not always be obvious, the 
negative aspects of older rotaries or traffic 
circles  may be mistaken by the public with a 
roundabout. Therefore, the  ability to carefully 
distinguish roundabouts from traffic circles is 
important in terms of public understanding. The 
important difference between roundabouts and 
other forms of traffic circles is the reduction of 
absolute and relative speeds between users.

c. Many international studies have found that one 
of the most significant benefits of a roundabout 
installation is the improvement in overall safety 
performance. Specifically, in the United States, 
it has been found that single-lane roundabouts 
operate more safely than two- way stop-
controlled intersections. The frequency of crashes 
might not always be lower at roundabouts, but 
the injury rates are reduced. Pedestrians and 
bicyclists require specific design treatments to 
improve their safety.

d. Roundabouts typically provide a traffic calming 
function for roadways, reducing vehicle speeds 
both at the intersection as well as on segments 
adjacent to the intersection. Corridors employing 
roundabouts for intersection control typically see 
significantly reduced speeds during free-flow 
conditions compared to those utilizing two-
way stop control or signal control. In Golden 
Colorado, speeds along one arterial corridor were 
reduced from 48 miles per hour to 33 miles per 
hour on segments between intersections after 
signals were replaced by roundabouts.

e. Two of the residual concerns for roundabouts 
being discussed at the national level is the 
treatment of visually impaired pedestrians, and 
the treatment of bicycles at the roundabout 
intersections: 

i. Without the audible cues that exist at a 
traffic signal (sound of cars stopping, audible 
pedestrian signal) it can be argued that 
crossing a roundabout intersection is less 
safe for the visually impaired.  

ii. Current design practices treat the bicyclist 
as just another vehicle in the roundabout.  
The bicyclist must yield at entry into the 
roundabout and is expected to take the lane 
as would a passenger car or other vehicle. It 
can be argued that this treatment is less safe 
for bicyclists that a signalized intersections.

Roundabouts

Although roundabouts have been in widespread 
use in other countries for a number of years, it is 
only during the past few years that their application 
in the United States and in Connecticut has 
received increased attention by both the public and 
transportation professionals. A lack of sufficient 
information on roundabout operation and design 
under local conditions is one of the reasons why 
these roundabout intersections have seen only 
sporadic implementation. 

a. Roundabouts can be considered for a variety of 
reasons. The Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) roundabout guide describes categories 
for selection that range from community 
enhancement and traffic calming, to safety 
improvements and operational benefits. The 
maximum daily service volume of a single-lane 
roundabout varies between 20,000 and 26,000 
vehicles per day, depending on the left-turn 
percentages and the distribution of traffic 
between the major and minor roads. A double-
lane roundabout may service 40,000 to 50,000 
vehicles per day.

b. The Connecticut Department of Transportation 
has implemented roundabout intersections 
in several communities, and has developed 
an approach to evaluation, design and 
implementation of roundabouts in the State of 
Connecticut.

Sources: Federal Highway Administration Roundabout Design Guidelines; ITE Journal, 
September 2011; Roundabouts: An Informational Guide – Second Edition

Roundabout under construction to replace an old rotary
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3.6.5 Appropriate Street Connectivity 
and Block Size
Street connectivity ordinances are intended 
to increase the flexibility and resiliency of the 
transportation network by providing multiple routes 
between destinations to travelers utilizing various 
modes, especially walking and biking which require 
a more fine-grained network. These ordinances 
discourage limited access street designs where 
adjacent parcels have little connection to each other, 
forcing reliance on vehicles or higher functional class 
roadways to get from place to place. In a plan such 
as this one developed for Route 10, in which multiple 
modes and alternate vehicle network is critical to 
the preservation of the mainline roadway character, 
connectivity requirements are applicable to insure 
success of the concepts. 

For pedestrians, the ideal transportation network 
contains blocks no larger than 1800 – 2000’ in 
perimeter, and no longer than 600’ in length on any 
side. Preferably, any block face over 300’ is bisected 
by a pedestrian accessway so that the pedestrian 
facilities are spaced every 150 – 400’. The ideal grid 
resolution for facilities that can be used by bicyclists 
consists of streets intersecting every 400 – 1200’, 
with distinct bicycle markings every 1200 – 2600’ (i.e. 
¼ to ½ mile). 

For automobile access to destinations, local streets 
are spaced a maximum of 600’ apart (to form blocks 
as above, which corresponds to a maximum of 
about 4 acres in area), with higher-order collector 
and arterials spaced 2600 – 5200’ (1/2 to 1 mile) in 
distance from each other. These ideal dimensions 
are reflected in the physical plan for Town Center. 
Street hierarchy is enforced by variations in design, 
including dimensional criteria associated with 
appropriate target speeds. Not all roads have 
equal appeal to vehicular traffic; however, block 
permeability is critical to creation of a quality walking 
environment such as those envisioned in the Town 
Center, North and South Gateways, and Weatogue 
areas.

 A common method of calculating street 
connectivity is to use an index based on the 
ratio of street segments to intersections within a 
geography, commonly known as a Link to Node 
Ratio (LNR). Communities can require minimum 
connectivity indices for proposed developments and 
redevelopments to insure the creation of a walkable, 
permeable network within desired areas. The example 
here depicts a how a simple network addition 
such as those proposed as part of this study’s 
recommendations can increase a parcel’s LNR from 
1.18 to a ratio of 1.4, which should be considered a 
minimum threshold for the targeted areas. 

3.6.4 Safe Routes to School 
Created by congress in 2005 as part of the SAFETEA-
LU federal transportation bill, the Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) program is designed to increase the 
number of children walking and bicycling to school 
through infrastructure and programmatic investments 
in and around schools. Each state is allotted a 
minimum of $1 million dollars per year, based on the 
number of children enrolled in elementary and middle 
schools. Connecticut has received approximately 
$2M, administered through the DOT, to distribute for 
bicycle and pedestrian-related projects within a two-
mile radius of eligible schools. 

The purposes and goals of the SRTS program are as 
follows:

To enable and encourage children, including those 
with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school;

•	 To make bicycling and walking to school a safer 
and more appealing transportation alternative, 
thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle 
from an early age; and

•	 To facilitate the planning, development, and 
implementation of projects and activities that 
will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel 
consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity 
(approximately 2 miles) of primary and middle 
schools (Grades K-8).

All initiatives recommended in this plan update can 
be considered for SRTS funding if they are located 
within these radii and contribute to the safety of 
children who walk or bike to school. From a policy 
perspective, a comprehensive education program 
to assist school personnel in identifying needs 
and funding opportunities should be developed 
and implemented by the School Board in order 
to leverage additional funding opportunities for 
non-motorized mobility facilities that fall within the 
parameters of the SRTS program. It is expected that 
this program will be reauthorized with the passage of 
a new federal transportation funding bill in 2011.
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Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)

Many communities have turned to the transfer of 
development rights as a mechanism to preserve land. 
The basic principle is that the rights to develop on a 
parcel the community wishes to preserve (sending 
area) are used elsewhere in the community (receiving 
area). The rights are purchased by a developer to add 
to the intensity of a proposed project in a receiving 
area appropriate for more intense development, and 
severed from the original sending site. The purchase 
provides compensation to the landowner in the 
area to be preserved. This tool only works where 
both ends of the land development equation are 
carefully controlled. The developer in the receiving 
area must be willing to pay for units purchased from 
the sending area, and this means that development 
without the additional rights would not “pencil out.” In 
addition, if too much area is designated for protection 
(sending), then only limited compensation will be 
available to those selling their rights, and they may 
feel inadequately compensated. The Town’s Plan of 
Conservation and Development does not currently 
include a discussion of TDR.

3.6.6 Open Space Protection

The protection of open space is always best achieved 
through the fee simple purchase of the land by a 
government agency or a non-profit dedicated to 
preserving land. Where fee simple acquisition is not 
possible, a variety of other mechanisms have been 
applied in other communities across the country.

Conservation Easements

The protection of land through the application of 
an easement restricting the future use of the land 
is a common protection tool. The underlying land 
remains in private ownership, but the opportunity 
to develop is restricted or eliminated through a 
private easement. The easement is often donated 
to a trust or conservancy as a mechanism to 
gain a tax break. This tool is often used where 
development is clustered on one portion of the 
site – and the remainder of the site is preserved 
through a conservation easement. The Town’s Plan 
of Conservation and Development supports this 
concept.

Transfer of Development Rights Overview
Source: http://www.kingcounty.gov
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3.6.7 Low Impact Development
Low Impact Development (LID) refers to a number 
of principles and techniques designed to manage 
stormwater as close to its source as possible. Water 
is treated as a resource rather than an impediment or 
waste product, and is integrated into site and facility 
design. For transportation infrastructure projects, 
LID practices include streetside rain gardens (bio 
retention cells), bio swales, permeable pavements, 
and tree box filters. Additionally, LID practices 
implemented within land parcels such as green 
roofs, rain barrels, and various soil treatments can 
reduce the amount of stormwater infiltrating the 
roadway and overburdening gutters and sewers. On a 
regional scale, LID techniques minimize and mitigate 
pollutants that threaten a watershed’s hydrological 
and ecological functions, and can be applied in a 
variety of settings including rural, suburban, and 
urban areas. 

Benefits of a comprehensive approach to green 
infrastructure and low impact development include 
improved air and water quality, increased carbon 
sequestration, flood protection, reduced infrastructure 
and energy costs, attractive streetscapes, and 
recreational and educational opportunities. LID 
should certainly be integrated in any transportation-
related project proposed in this study. A number 
of policies and actions can be used to incentivize 
and implement greater low impact development in 
Simsbury including:

Demonstration and Pilot Projects: Introduce small 
projects to test techniques and create foundation for 
success 

Capital and Transportation Projects: Incorporate 
LID into standard transportation projects to leverage 
large funding sources 

Review and revise Local Codes: Remove barriers 
and ensure coordination across all development 
codes and agencies 

Education and Outreach: Provide information to 
adults and children, residents and workers 

Stormwater Regulations: Create regulations 
reflective of specific local goals, employing a wide 
range of land use strategies (careful development 
patterns and location, adequate, open space, 
preservation of critical areas, minimized land 
disturbance) 

Stormwater Fees: Assess to provide a direct and 
dedicated revenue stream. 

Stormwater Fee Discounts: Incentivize retrofits and 
conservation. 

Other Incentives: Consider rebates, awards, and 
permit processing priority 

3.6.8 Parking
The Town’s current parking requirements outside of 
the Town Center area may be a future barrier to mixed 
use development. Applying ratios more frequently 
associated with auto-dominated areas to compact 
mixed use development typically results in significant 
areas of excess parking. The earlier Town Center 
districts and the replacement form-based code for 
the Town Center reduce parking requirements for this 
mixed use area below the existing regulations. As 
the Town considers mixed use development in the 
northern and southern gateway areas, modifications 
to the parking requirements to be applied in these 
areas should be considered.
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3.7.2 Phasing and Responsible Parties
As shown in the project matrix and demonstrated 
by the wealth of funding sources and opportunities, 
flexibility should be an integral part of this plan 
to insure that projects can be accomplished in a 
timely and fiscally responsible manner. The phasing 
presented within the matrix can and should be flexible 
in nature; should a particular project be eligible for a 
particular funding source, whether public or private, 
it should be considered for advancement in the 
timeline. 

Many of the initiatives are slated to be implemented 
within a 5-10 year period. This ambitious schedule 
will require considerable coordination among various 
local, regional and state agencies as well as private 
businesses, neighborhood groups, and developers. 
In this manner, all interested jurisdictions should 
be considered “responsible parties” and should 
collaborate on the initiatives contained within this 
plan. 

The lead agency or party to change due to the 
funding source and project, as some specific 
initiatives may be better geared for a ConnDOT lead 
and others should be led by the Town of Simsbury, or 
even private development for a combination thereof 
such as a Public-Private Partnership.

Flexibility is key to the successful implementation of 
the overall slate of initiatives contained within this 
plan.

3.7 Implementation
Given the nature and breadth of the hard and soft 
implementation initiatives set forth in this plan, 
successful implementation will depend on many 
factors and personnel. As shown in the project matrix, 
phasing of the initiatives over various time periods will 
be required to implement the full program elements, 
and many responsible parties will be required to 
collaborate and cooperate to fully realize the slate of 
improvements outlined in this plan. Finally, funding 
will need to be secured for the various program 
elements, through a mixture of Federal, State, local, 
and private funding sources.

3.7.1 Funding Opportunities
It is anticipated that a mixture of Federal, State, local, 
and private funding sources will be used to achieve 
the final implementation of all elements and initiatives 
included in this study. Many current and future 
funding opportunities can be called upon to provide 
input into the realization of the program; some of 
them are listed below: 

•	 Surface Transportation Authorization Act of 2011 
(anticipated fall 2011, Federal); 

•	 Interagency Partnership for Sustainable 
Communities (HUD/EPA/USDOT, Federal); 

•	 Sustainable Communities Regional Planning 
Grant (HUD and EPA, Federal)

•	 Community Challenge Planning Grants (HUD and 
EPA, Federal); 

•	 TIGER III (Federal, anticipated early summer 
2011); 

•	 Jobs Access and Reverse Commute Program 
(FTA, Federal)

•	 Our Towns Program (National Endowment for the 
Arts, Federal); 

•	 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 
Enhancement (Federal and State); 

•	 Community Development Block Grants (HUD, 
Federal)

•	 Safe Routes to School

•	 Healthy Communities Grant Program (USEPA)

•	 Special Local Option Sales Tax (Local) and 
Special Assessment Districts (Local)

•	 Local Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
and Work Programs (State and local); and 

•	 Public-Private Partnerships. 

Key to many of the Federal programs will be the 
ability of the application to show impacts on a 
regional scale and the way that the projects can help 
build healthy communities in which choices exist. 
Utilization of this document in the grant application 
process can help demonstrate the holistic, 
community-led vision that drives the overall slate of 
improvements contained herein.



146 Hartford Road Manchester, CT 06040
Connecticut  Massachusetts  Rhode Island  South Carolina

www.fando.com


