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Concept Development Summary 

Alternative concepts for Focus Areas in Bolton Notch, Historic Andover, and Lighthouse 
Corners were developed during this study to address the variety of transportation and 
development issues and goals that were identified in each area.  Each of these alternative 
concepts was considered and evaluated through the public involvement efforts of the study – 
which included input from the Regional Economic Development Council (REDC), Connecticut 
Department of Transportation (CTDOT), Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG), 
and local business owners, residents, town representatives, and other stakeholders. 

Only the details of the preferred concept (as determined by the REDC) for each of the Focus 
Areas are presented in Section 4.1.  This section presents the other viable alternative concepts for 
each of the Focus Areas and provides a summary of the reason(s) why each was eliminated by 
the REDC from further consideration. 
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Bolton Notch 

Four other alternative concepts were considered for the junction of Route 6 and Route 44 in 
Bolton Notch.  These concepts are described below and on the following pages and include: 

 Concept A: Minor Modifications  

 Concept B: New Two-way Connection 

 Concept C: Traditional Intersection 

 Concept D: Two-lane Roundabout 

The former “Concept E: Notch Road Connector with Route 6 Flyover” was developed into the 
preferred concept for Bolton Notch (see Section 4.1.2 for details). 

Concept A:  Minor Modifications  

 

Description:  Concept A provides modest realignment of the eastbound Route 6 and Route 44 
“ramp” to improve sight lines from Notch Road and to provide greater separation between the 
Notch Road intersection and the diverge point of eastbound Route 6 and Route 44.  These 
improvements would be supplemented with the recommended low-speed boulevard 
improvements on the Route 6/44 overlap to the west.   

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because it 
does not address the lack of connectivity between westbound Route 6 and eastbound Route 44 
and between westbound Route 44 and eastbound Route 6; nor does it adequately address the lack 
of full connectivity between Notch Road and Routes 6 and 44. 
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Bolton Notch (continued) 

Concept B:  New Two-way Connection 

 

Description:  Concept B provides the modest realignment of the eastbound Route 6 and Route 
44 “ramp” from Concept A and incorporates a new bi-directional roadway connecting westbound 
Route 6 to eastbound Route 44 and westbound Route 44 to eastbound Route 6.  The intersection 
of the Route 6 and Route 44 “ramp” and the new roadway would be signalized.  As with Concept 
A, these improvements would be supplemented with the recommended low-speed boulevard 
improvements on the Route 6/44 overlap to the west.   

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because it 
does not adequately address the lack of full connectivity between Notch Road and Routes 6 and 
44. 
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Bolton Notch (continued) 

Concept C:  Traditional Intersection 

 

Description:  Concept C reconfigures the junction of Route 6 and Route 44 to a signalized T-
intersection and considers relocation of the Notch Road intersection via Notch Road Extension to 
a point on Route 6 located east of the new T-intersection.  As with Concepts A and B, the 
concept includes low-speed boulevard improvements on the Route 6/44 overlap to the west.   

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because a 
large T-intersection with sufficient capacity to accommodate the combined traffic volumes from 
Route 6 and Route 44 (similar in size to the major intersections in the commercial Manchester 
Buckland Hills area) was decided to be undesirable for this area.  Additionally, relocation of the 
Notch Road intersection to the east via Notch Road Extension was generally opposed by local 
residents and stakeholders.      
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Bolton Notch (continued) 

Concept D:  Two-lane Roundabout 

 

Description:  Concept D reconfigures the junction of Route 6 and Route 44 to a two-lane 
modern roundabout and maintains the Notch Road intersection near its existing location on the 
Route 6/44 overlap.  To provide acceptable operations through the roundabout, the concept 
includes bypass lanes for eastbound Route 6 and westbound Route 44.  The concept also includes 
low-speed boulevard improvements on the Route 6/44 overlap to the west.   

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because of 
potential operational concerns with the roundabout (particularly the long westbound queues that 
would require trucks to stop on the upgrade to the roundabout).  Additionally, the location of the 
Notch Road intersection does not adequately address the lack of full connectivity between Notch 
Road and Routes 6 and 44. 
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Historic Andover  

Two other alternative concepts were considered for the Historic Andover village area in 
Andover.  These concepts are described below and on the following page and include: 

 Concept B: Village with Relocated Route 6 

 Concept C: Village with Split Route 6 

The former “Concept A: Village with Route 6 Improvements” was developed into the preferred 
concept for Historic Andover (see Section 4.1.5 for details). 

Concept B:  Village with Relocated Route 6 

 

Description:  Concept B relocates Route 6 to the north of existing Route 6 within the Historic 
Andover area to create a future village development opportunity that is relatively continuous 
with existing residential development and the Hop River Trail located immediately south of 
Route 6.  Existing Route 6 within the village area is converted to a local street and other local 
street network connections are provided for multimodal access and circulation.     

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because of 
the relatively large scope and impacts associated with a complete relocation of Route 6 in the 
area.  More specifically, noted concerns included potentially significant environmental impacts 
(wetlands, floodplains, historic), high construction costs, and limited accessibility of the Hop 
River created by the proximity of the relocated section of Route 6. 
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Historic Andover (continued)  

Concept C:  Village with Split Route 6 

 

Description:  Concept C includes splitting the eastbound and westbound directions of Route 6 to 

create a one-way pair of roadways connected by new local streets with future village 

development opportunities provided between the split roadways.  The concept compromises 

between Concept C (village with Route 6 relocated to the north) and Concept A (village with 

Route 6 improvements) and improves traffic distribution, speed mitigation, multimodal access, 

and mobility within a future village development area.     

Deferred:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from consideration as the preferred 

concept because of preference for a smaller-scale alternative (village with Route 6 

improvements) with greater potential for implementation.  However, the notion of a split Route 6 

has essentially been deferred to future consideration with a complete westbound alignment 

shown in the preferred concept (Figure 4-8, page 4-21) as a future opportunity.  It is noted that 

the layout of the local street network and the overall recommendations contained in the preferred 

concept were adapted to accommodate a potential future split of Route 6.      
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Lighthouse Corners 

Three other alternative concepts were considered for Lighthouse Corners in Columbia.  These 
concepts are described below and on the following pages and include: 

 Concept A: Signalized Intersection Improvements 

 Concept B: Roundabout with Minor Realignment 

 Concept C: Route 6 Realignment with Village 

The former “Modified Concept C: Small Village with Roundabout” was developed into the 
preferred concept for Lighthouse Corners (see Section 4.1.6 for details). 

Concept A:  Signalized Intersection Improvements 

 

Description:  Concept A improves the existing signalized intersection by removing the high-
speed slip lanes, providing capacity improvements, and enhancing pedestrian accommodations.  
The concept also improves the aesthetics of the intersection by reducing the overall pavement 
footprint and providing new landscaping.  The concept maintains the development opportunities 
recommended by the REDC’s 2010 Study.           

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because it 
does not adequately fulfill the community’s vision for gateway improvements and a future 
mixed-use village development in this location. 
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Lighthouse Corners (continued)  

Concept B:  Roundabout with Minor Realignment 

 

Description:  Concept B replaces the existing Route 6 and Route 66 intersection with a two-lane 
modern roundabout and provides modest realignment of the Route 6 approach to accommodate 
the geometric requirements of the roundabout.  The concept maintains the development 
opportunities recommended by the REDC’s 2010 Study.  Additionally, the realignment creates 
some development area within the footprint of the existing Route 6 roadway located just west of 
the intersection.       

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because it 
does not adequately fulfill the community’s vision for a future mixed-use village development in 
this location.   
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Lighthouse Corners (continued)  

Concept C:  Route 6 Realignment with Village 

 

Description:  Concept C realigns a section of Route 6 to the north of the existing alignment to 
create a significant area for future village development opportunities and complementary local 
street network improvements.  The intersection of Route 6 and Route 66 is reconfigured to the 
north as a roundabout or new signalized intersection.     

Eliminated:  This concept was eliminated by the REDC from further consideration because the 
realignment would have extensive and generally unacceptable environmental impacts (including 
wetlands and floodplains) north of the existing Route 6 alignment.   
  




