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Sarah Reba

South Windsor

Chair Mr. Werbner called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM
1. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from June 14, 2018
Ms. Spielman motioned and Mr. Anwar 2nded. The meeting minutes past.
2. Updates from new Department of Housing Crumbling Foundations Advocate
Ms. Holleran introduced herself and gave a brief background and updated the committee on her
activities since starting in the Home Owner Advocate role over the summer.
3. Testing Program Update
Ms. Yoder stated that 696 applications had been received and of those 615 had been paid and
an additional 31 have been approved pending payment.
One question was asked whether some of those reimbursement were for both visual and core
tests. Ms. Yoder stated that there are homes that have had both performed.
4. Request for Qualifications Update
Ms. Yoder announced that the next round of request for qualifications was currently out on the
street and are due at the end of October.
Mr. Anwar raised a concern regarding the quality of the contractors and the approval process
simply being a filling out of paperwork and then approved. Ms. Yoder stated that each and
every application is reviewed by a committee of building inspectors and that there have been
vendors who have been rejected. When vendors are rejected they are notified as to the reasons
for their rejections. Some have been rejected due to missing information, but others have been
rejected based on more substantial reasons.
Mr. Elsesser raised the concern of visual inspections stating that there was an issue but core
tests coming back negative. Ms. Yoder said that they are aware of those cases and stated that
the engineer in question is not on the qualified vendor list.
Mr. Pitts asked if architectural firms could also be added to the list of qualified vendors. Ms.
Yoder stated that it can definitely be looked into for the following round.
Mr. Anwar stated the need for quality control of the contractors on the list and prevent price
gouging when the captive comes on line. Ms. Yoder stressed that the request for qualification
list is only a very preliminary step and is not a comprehensive list of all qualified contractors nor
a guarantee or warranty of the work of the contractors.
Mr. Werbner stated that quality control might really be a state level or Department of Consumer
Protection issue and Ms. Holleran volunteered to coordinate with other state agencies on this
issue.
Mr. Anwar suggested a cost per square foot to be provided by the contractors.
Ms. Spielman stated that a cost per square foot is extremely difficult because each house is
different and there could be unique properties of the house that affect cost (existence and
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location of driveways, walkways, sceptic tanks, maintaining walls, the type of house, etc.). She
suggested what would be better is a spreadsheet of costs that contractors would have to follow
to allow for consistency across contractors.
Ms. Spielman also stated that if the foundation is being replaced, she would propose that homes
with sceptic also have their sceptic tank replaced as they are also made from the concrete, and
likely the same source.
Mr. Anwar suggested if there was some way of bundling homes (for example, doing the same
homes on the same street with the same contractor at the same time), it could be a way to save
money in the replacement process.
Dr. Wray stated that given the captive and claims process that will be in place, the market forces
should drive prices down.
5. Other Business
• UCONN Testing Study Information (handout only)
Ms. Yoder indicated the handout for the UCONN study that outlines what UCONN intends to do
in the next 12 months regarding this issue, which is a scale down version of their original
proposal.
•

Captive Insurance Update (if available)

Mr. Werbner said that the captive insurance company is going ahead, and the work involved
and coordination involved was much more than he had anticipated. He also said that guidelines
for applying for the captive would be coming out in mid to late October with a thirty-day
comment period to follow. After the thirty-day comment period and tweaking of the guidelines
as necessary the hope is to begin accepting applications by end of November. He also said
there will be a meeting for town officials to review the guidelines and the website and input
process for their input to take place as of now, scheduled for November 1st, which will be
confirmed, and the location announced.
•

IRS Webinar (handout)

Ms. Yoder announced that the IRS will be doing another webinar on casualty loss deductible.
Ms. Debra MacCoy mentioned that her understanding was that the loss deductible did not apply
to condominiums and would it be possible to ask the federal delegation to see if there was a
way to investigate the possibility of including condominiums in the casualty loss provision. Ms.
Boushee from Senator Murphy’s office said that Senator Murphy’s office would research the
issue.
•

Additional Business

There was discussion regarding lobbying and additional legislative action that might be
necessary at the next legislative session.
Mr. Anwar suggested the possibility of asking CCM and COST to take a larger role. Mr.
Werbner stated that CCM and COST support the cause of the group and will do advocacy on
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behalf of this issue, but their resources are focused on the priorities of the entire memberships.
He also said that there are legislative issues to be watchful of including the bond funds.
Mr. Filchak pointed out that an important element will be the new governor and making sure that
select members of the Ad-Hoc Working Committee create the opportunity to sit down with key
transition members and key appointees regarding this issue prior to the new governor taking
office. He pointed out the committee has been remarkably effective, and it will be important to
get in front of the new leadership early and often.
The committee will continue to discuss and see if there are issues that will be needed to be
advocated during the next legislative session. Dr. Wray said that right now we are at a monitor
stage. Mr. Elsesser said that the captive needs to show some successes prior to being able to
go to the legislature for additional legislation.
Ms. Yoder volunteered to be the point for any suggestions for the upcoming legislative session
to bring to the committee at the next meeting.
Ms. Reba questioned the status of the quarry / standards committee that was supposed to have
a report finished by December but has not met yet. Mr. Currey clarified that one appointment to
that group was yet to be made and that is the reason the group has not convened.
Ms. Morrison stated that banks are requiring testing for mortgages but foreclosed homes do not
have to have disclosures. Consequently, there is no protection for people who purchase
foreclosed homes. Ms. Holleran will research this issue.
A question was asked on whether Mottes was the only company to have this issue as this was
something Ms. Stille pointed out at the last meeting of a company that was not Mottes who may
have used aggregate from Beckers. There are other companies who did use Beckers’ Quarry
for aggregate but Mottes clearly had a close relationship with Beckers Quarry.
Mr. Werbner stated that the next meeting will be in early December, date and time to be
determined.
6. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM.
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