
241 Main Street / Hartford / Connecticut / 06106 

Phone (860) 522-2217 / Fax (860) 724-1274 

www.crcog.org 

Andover / Avon / Berlin / Bloomfield / Bolton / Canton / Columbia / Coventry / East Granby / East Hartford / East Windsor / E llington / Enfield / Farmington  
Glastonbury / Granby / Hartford / Hebron / Manchester / Mansfield / Marlborough / New Britain / Newington / Plainville / Rocky Hill / Simsbury / Somers 

South Windsor / Southington / Stafford / Suffield / Tolland / Vernon / West Hartford / Wethersfield / Wi llington / Windsor / Windsor Locks 

 

A voluntary Council of Governments formed to initiate and implement regional programs of benefit to the towns and the region 

 

February 8, 2021 

 

Dr. Ron Jarmin, Acting Director 

U.S. Census Bureau 

4600 Silver Hill Road 

Washington, DC 20233 

 

RE: Federal Register Docket Number 201105–0290 Change to County Equivalents in the State 

of Connecticut 

 

Dear Acting Director Jarmin: 

The Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) strongly supports the Census Bureau’s 

proposal to consider Connecticut’s nine regional planning regions as county equivalents for 

statistical purposes. CRCOG’s thirty-eight (38) municipal chief elected officials (CEOs) voted 

unanimously to support this proposal at its January 24, 2018 meeting and re-affirmed its 

support at the January 27, 2021 meeting.  The resolution from the January 24, 2018 meeting is 

attached to this correspondence. We are grateful to the Census Bureau for consideration of 

this proposal.   

If this proposal is implemented, Connecticut will have access to a wealth of Census Bureau 

data sets by planning region, with which COGs, municipalities and state agencies will be able to 

effectively use in planning and provision of regional services. Today in Connecticut most 

county data sets are not used because there are no state, regional, or local government 

services organized around historic counties which were abolished. The proposal to recognize 

the planning regions as county equivalents will transform the data landscape in Connecticut. 

An example of a dataset that the COGs will put to good use is County Business Patterns. The 

COGs will use CBP in their economic development planning districts because for the first time 

the data will be tabulated along relevant geographies.     

As you may know, the state of Connecticut abolished county government in 1961. In the 1960s 

the state established planning regions to serve the municipalities of the state.  Today the state 

is divided up into nine planning regions. Each planning region is served by a Regional Council of 

Governments (COG) with a board of chief elected officials of the the municipalities in each 

region.  All of the state’s 169 municipalities are members of a COG.   
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Over the last decade the state of Connecticut has encouraged the expansion of regional 

government services through the COGs. Federal recognition of county equivalency will support 

this effort and allow municipalities to work through their COGs on more federal programs and 

grants.   

CRCOG strongly supports the recognition of Connecticut’s planning regions as county 

equivalents for Census Bureau statistical purposes. This proposal will facilitate better planning 

and public policy.  Finally, Census Bureau recognition of planning regions will eventually lead to 

greater joint municipal participation in federal programs through their COGs. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions regarding CRCOG’s support for 

this proposal.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Marcia LeClerc      Lyle D. Wray 

CRCOG Chair and Mayor of East Hartford   CRCOG Executive Director 

 




