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Greater Hartford Coalition Newsletter
FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to 2021. It is a New Year that will hopefully be the beginning of the end of this pandemic and life will
be able to get back to the new normal.

As we begin 2021, the importance of traffic incident management and the need to continue to make
improvements in quick clearance strategies has not diminished.  We need to focus on training, stakeholder
support and providing tools to improve how we detect, respond and clear incidents on all our roadways.

An advantage to working remotely over the past several months is the ability to enter a virtual world of webinars,
conferences, information exchange sessions, and chat forums.  It has also given me the opportunity to complete
several online training modules, all at my own pace.

I encourage everyone to take advantage of the virtual world and the many resources that are available to get
up-to-date information on TIM initiatives, and network with TIM members and organizations across the
country that are making strides to improve TIM response by applying innovative technology and out-of-the-
box thinking.

Speaking of innovation- The death of Julie Love 14 years
ago spurred employees at the Missouri Department of
Transportation to design and build a truck-based machine
that would move debris off highways and roads without
workers having to exit the vehicle.

Called “JAWS,” which is shorthand for “Julie’s Automated
Waste-Removal System,” it features an automated drop-
down skid-plate mounted to the front of a truck to
“scoop” debris off the roadway, moving it onto the
shoulder where it no longer impedes traffic and can be
picked up in a safer manner. The machine is dedicated to
the memory of Love, a MoDOT employee killed in 2004
while attempting to remove debris from a local highway.

Check out these links.

https://aashtojournal.org/2018/09/07/modot-jaws-
truck-built-to-protect-workers-during-debris-
cleanup/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K71hYQ6LVV8

Stay Strong - Stay Hopeful - Stay Safe and as always THANK YOU for all you do.

Traffic Incident Management Program Coordinator
Phone: 860-724-4242 or E-mail: tthompson@crcog.org

Terri Thompson
CRCOG Transportation Planner
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RESPONDER SAFETY - PROMPT, RELIABLE, INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIONS - SAFE, QUICK CLEARANCE

THE NATIONAL TRAFFIC INCIDENT RESPONSE AWARENESS WEEK IN NOVEMBER
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THE EVERY DAY COUNTS (EDC-6) VIRTUAL SUMMIT IN DECEMBER

Missouri DOT’s efforts with Real Time Digital Alerts for their Emergency Response fleet and future expansion.
Presenter - Ashley Buechter P.E., Traffic Liaison Engineer, Missouri Department of Transportation, Central
Office – Highway Safety and Traffic.
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TALKING TIM WEBINARS
– Go To https://transportationops.org/tim for more info
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