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Transportation Committee

From. CRCOG’s BIL/IIJA Coordination Team
Date: April 19, 2023
Subject: CRCOG Project Screenings for Grant Opportunities

Overview: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) allocated $1.2 trillion appropriated under the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) to (in part) improve infrastructure and create a more
equitable transportation system. Connecticut’s share is estimated to be $6.04 billion delivered in Fiscal
Years 2022-2026. While much of this funding is distributed to States based on Federal formulas, the
BIL also provides funding through a wide range of competitive discretionary grant programs. To ensure
communities in the Capitol Region are optimally positioned to compete for these funds, CRCOG is
proposing a strategic approach focused on matching available funding opportunities with projects each
municipality is prioritizing.

Proposed Approach: CRCOG is proposing to collaborate with Member Towns to identify priority
transportation projects that could be funded in part by federal funding opportunities offered from
BIL/IIJA. There is no guarantee that priority projects will receive funding.

Identifying projects and timeframes for targeted applications would assist member municipalities and
CRCOG develop the necessary processes and identify gaps in resources for preparing the strongest
possible applications for these competitive funding opportunities. CRCOG staff welcomes committee
member feedback and further on this approach and how to best serve the interests of Capitol Region
communities.

Target Programs: Now that the first fiscal year of BIL/IIJA is ending, CRCOG has gained a greater
understanding about many of the federal funding opportunities offered from various new, existing, or
revamped programs. Following is a list of transportation programs that we believe offer the greatest
opportunities in our region for local transportation-related projects (see Table 1 for more detail):

e Safe Streets for All (SS4A)

e Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability & Equity (RAISE)
¢ Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities (BRIC)

¢ Bridge Investment Program (BIP)

e Reconnecting Communities (RCP)

e Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Discretionary Grant Program (CFI)
e Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG)

This is not an exhaustive list of competitive funding opportunities through the BIL — it is intended to
serve as a targeted framework recognizing the realities of current staffing levels throughout most public
sector organizations and the work required to submit competitive funding applications. For many
communities, focusing efforts on the above programs would likely be the most efficient use of time and
energy.

Next Steps: Please contact Elizabeth Sanderson to submit your priority projects. Indicate the
following;:

e Name of Municipality
e Point of Contact/Contact Information

e Project Description, Location, Roadway Ownership (does the project involve State Right-of-
Way), Goals/Purpose of Project, Anticipated Total Cost, Amount of Funding Needed, Type and
Source of Local Match, Description of Preliminary Work Completed.

CRCOG staff will review projects to find potential funding opportunities, such as with the Target
Programs listed in Table 1. Do not hesitate to reach out with questions or comments.


https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities/about
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cfi/#:~:text=The%20Charging%20and%20Fueling%20Infrastructure%20Discretionary%20Grant%20Program,addition%20to%20along%20designated%20Alternative%20Fuel%20Corridors%20%28AFCs%29.
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/mega-grant-program
mailto:esanderson@crcog.org
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