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Simsbury Update



Simsbury Update

PROJECT SCHEDULE

CRCOG East Coast Greenway Gap Closure Study 2023

TASK DESCRIPTION April  May June

Task 8: Town of Simsbury Study

8A: Town of Simsbury Coordination Calls (6, monthly)
8B: Public Workshop

8C: Public Meeting

8D: Milestone Presentation

8E: Existing Conditions Review

8F: Identirfy Alignments

8G: Probably Costs of Alignments

: Preferred Alignment Conceptual Plan

|:| Study Team Meeting |:| Public Workshop/Meeting



KEY TAKEAWAYS from the ~45 residents:

Significant support for potential use of
former rail line on west side of Farmington
River

High level of interest in further extension
of the trail on west bank, further north
Concerns about environmental impact to
river, especially with its “Wild & Scenic”
designation

Privacy issues for Governor’s Bridge
condo residents

Desire of some for team to revisit some of
the discarded options
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Screening Criteria

Off-Road

o Provides dedicated facilities for walking, biking,
and other rec. uses

o Provides the most separation from traffic

Traffic Safety: Few vehicular interruptions

Connectivity: Maximum connectivity to town centers

and paths for the most residents

Right of Way: Requires fewer easements/property

acquisition and with fewer constructability challenges

Environment: Minimal impact to wetlands and other

enviro conditions

Economic Opportunity: Helps to bring customers to

Simsbury businesses




Weighting

Off-Road

Traffic Safety
Connectivity
Right-of-Way
Environment
Economic Opportunity

30
20
45
15
30
10
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Remaining Tasks

* Meet with Governor’s Bridge Condo
Association Board of Directors (Town only)
* Refine Preferred Alignment
o Concept plans at 1:40 scale
o Trail sections and/or 3-D rendering(s)
o Probable cost (per logical trail segment)

* Draft report

* Final presentation to Simsbury Select Board



Griffin Line Update



Independent Gaps to be Screened
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Griffin Line

* Due to complexities of Griffin Line and HARTline
interest, project is being rescoped to include an
independent task and memo to review Griffin
Line feasibility.

» Task Study Area: Edwards Street (Hartford) to
Park Avenue (Bloomfield)

* This task will evaluate several alignments and
result in a full conceptual plan of the Griffin Line
between Edwards Street and Route 44 as well
as detailed roufing recommendations between
Edwards Street and Park Avenue




Griffin Line

For the Hartford — Bloomfield Gap, we
will continue to score the other
alignments, and we expect our
shortlist will include:

1) Best Griffin Line option
2) Next best alternative




Public Outreach Update



Outreach

Events Attended:

3/30 - Simsbury Workshop (approx. 70 attendees)

4/11 - East Hartford Workshop (approx. 12 attendees)

4/18 - Hartford Workshop (approx. 20 attendees)

4/26 - Bloomfield Workshop (approx. 40 attendees)

6/17 - East Hartford Juneteenth Pop-Up (engaged with approx. 50 attendees)
6/18 - Bloomfield Blue Hills Juneteenth Pop-Up (engaged with approx. 30
aftendees)

In-Person outreach with approximately 220 members of the public

Emails: About 125 unigue email addresses

Comments:
e 15 online form submissions
* Approx. 50 submissions on interactive map




Workshops

Simsbury East Hartford



Workshops

Bloomfield
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Workshop Takeaways

* East Hartfora
* Interest in Runway Road (Private)
* General split on preferences for alignment with no alignment dismissed by

public

 Hartford
* Lofs of discussion regarding Griffin Line — Access to Schools
* Riverfront bypasses city and is seasonally flooded
* Access to city residents

* Bloomfield
* Other reservoir/park options to explore?
* Town center as key destinations
* Lots of discussion regarding Griffin Line



Other Comments Received

“Connecting the Riverfront “I am writing to say that | am
Recapture extension already strongly opposed to the options on

underway to Keney Park would the table that run through the
be relatively easy...” Governor’s Bridge condo complex.”

“We 100% support the other route concept
which was proposed... but to destroy the
wetlands behind our homes would be
devastating for myself and my neighbors.”

“I think we need to find a way working “Most important thing is to have
with CT DOT and the railroad to run the protected and accessible bike lanes

ECGW alongside the Griffin line from Day in Hartford that people can use
Hill Road into Hartford” daily as quickly as possible.”
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Dot Exercises Takeaways
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Dot Exercises Takeaways
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Dot Exercises Takeaways
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Future Engagement

Summer 2023 Winter 2023-2024
« Community Pop-up Events (6 more) * Final Public Meetings
* 1-on-1 Stakeholder Meetings * Town Council Meetings / Approval

* Online Engagement via Website
* Email and Newsletters

What? What?

* Screening evaluation of all options * Review of project process
considered * Summary of report

* Visualizations and additional detail recommendations

of Top 2 - 3 Alignments
* In-person site visits with stakeholders
on Top 2 - 3 Alignments



Screening Process
Updates
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Advisory Committee Survey Results

Screening Criteria Individual Scoring
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Advisory Committee Survey Results

First Priority Tier Screening Criteria - Ordered Ranking

Third Priority Tier

Ranking
Least Important
Most Important
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Public Dot Exercise Results

Preferred Screening Metrics

35 First Priority Tier
30
25
Second Priority Tier
20
15
10 - 0 - -
Third Priority Tier
5
. = - -
Off-Road Traffic Safety Connectivity Environment Equity Economic ersonal Security Right-of-Way Cost
Opportunity

m East Hartford ®Hartford mBloomfield



Advisory Committee Survey Results

First Tier Connectivity Off-Road
Traffic Safety Traffic Safety
Off-Road Connectivity
Equity
Second Tier Personal Security Environment
Environment Equity
Economic Opportunity Economic Opportunity
Third Tier Cost Personal Security
Right-of-Way Right-of-Way
Cost

Red text indicates criteria which varied from AC and public



Advisory Committee Survey Results

First Tier Connectivity Off-Road Connectivity Each out of 30
Traffic Safety Traffic Safety Traffic Safety
Off-Road Connectivity Off-Road
Equity Equity
Second Tier Personal Security Environment Environment Each out of 20
Environment Equity Economic Opportunity
Economic Opportunity Economic Opportunity
Third Tier Cost Personal Security Personal Security Each out of 10
Right-of-Way Right-of-Way Cost
Cost Right-of-Way

Red text indicates criteria which varied from AC and public




Screening Criteria
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Screening Criteria — 30 Point Criteria

Off-Road
» Percentage Protected or Separated Facility (e.g. Raised Cycletrack)

Traffic Safety
* # of Driveway Crossings
* # At-Grade Roadway Crossings (Consider Volume

)




+

Screening Criteria — 30 Point Criteria

Connectivity
* Population within Ya-mile
* Employment within Y4a-mile

* Number of destinations within ¥4a-mile (based on Workshop)
* Seasonal / Time-of-Day Closures (Flooding or Daylight hours)

Equity
* Population within Justice 40 area within Y4a-mile of Trail
* Average Ranking based on US DOT Equitable Transportation Community data



+

Screening Criteria — 20 Point Criteria

Environment
* Square feet of wetlands within 10-ft of trail
Linear distance of trail within Floodplain

# of NDDB areas traversed

[}
[}
[ ]
[ ]

Economic Opportunity
* Tourism Spending Impacts
* Public Health Cost Savings

* Transportation Implications
* Property Value Premiums



+

Screening Criteria — 10 Point Criteria

Personal Security
* Average Distance to Access / Egress Point
* Max Distance to Access / Egress Point

Cost
» Total Cost
* Maintenance Cost

Right-of-Way
* Number of parcels overlapping with trail
* Level of right-of-way coordination

* Ease of Construction Access & Constructability




+

Other Updates

Discussion with Large Landowners / Stakeholders with Potential Impacts

East Hartford Bloomfield
* Pratt & Whitney / Raytheon « USDA / DEEP (Office of Dam
* National Development (VHB) Safety) / NRCS

* Goodwin University
* Founders Plaza

Hartford

* University of Hartford

« CTDEEP (Matianuck Natural Area
Preserve)




Next Meetings and Next Steps

Wednesday, August 16™, 2023 - 10:30 - Noon

* Screening Results

* Shortlist Confirmation

* Initial Shortlist Graphics & Detail Alignments

* Engagement (Summer Pop-Ups, 1-on-1 stakeholder meetings)

November 2023

* Final Shortlist Materials & Confirmation
* Preferred Alignment Discussion

January 2024
March 2024




Public Comment



Thank You!

Parker Sorenson, PE

psorenson@fhistudio.com
860-256-4905

Thank Youl

Caitlin Palmer

cpalmer(@crcog.org
860-/24-4435
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