
Welcome to a CRCOG 
Zoom Meeting

Transportation 
Committee

*Acting on Behalf of 
the Policy Board*

• We have muted attendees upon entrance. We will unmute 
people either individually or as a group depending on the 
situation.

• For our public meetings, we will be taking a roll-call of 
attendance. Please include your name and town/organization 
in your Zoom name. We will ask those we cannot identify to 
state their name and town.

• Each time you speak, you must identify yourself with your 
name and town prior to making your point.

• If you are abstaining or objecting to an action item, please 
state your name and town.

• Meeting materials are available at CRCOG.org

July 24, 2023

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.



1. Roll Call

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.

1. Roll Call

2. Public Forum

3. Adoption off Minutes: Transportation Committee Meeting on June 26, 
2023 (posted*)

4. Staff Report

• Welcome New Staff

• 60 Seconds for Safety (posted*)

• IIJA/BIL Update

• LOTCIP Quarterly Report (posted*)

• Funding Reallocation to Carbon Reduction Program

• Executive Director Update

• Other

5. TIP Amendments (posted*)

6. Correction of Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Consultant (posted*)

7. Acceptance of the 2023-2024 Regional Services Grant (posted*)

8. 2024 LOTCIP Solicitation Financial Analysis (posted*)

9. Other Business

10.Adjourn
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1. Roll Call

2. Public Forum
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10.Adjourn



3. Adoption Of Minutes

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.



4. Staff Report

• Welcome New Staff

• 60 Seconds for Safety (posted*)

• IIJA/BIL Update

• LOTCIP Quarterly Report (posted*)

• Funding Reallocation to Carbon Reduction Program

• Executive Director Update

• Other 

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.

Chris Seeger
Transportation Planner
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Safe Streets and Roads for All Grant Submissions

Congratulations to all who submitted SS4A Round 2 applications!

• Hartford – $510,000 ($408,000 funding request) for a Planning & 
Demonstration Grant

• Newington – $100,000 for a Planning & Demonstration Grant
• Southington – $5 million for an Implementation Grant
• West Hartford – $836,259 ($669,000 funding request) Planning & 

Demonstration Grant
• Wethersfield & Rocky Hill – $781,000 ($624,800 funding request) for a 

Planning & Demonstration Grant
        
Any Others? Please let us know if your municipality applied this round. 

If awarded, these planning and construction projects could bring nearly $6 
million in federal funds back to CT.  



Upcoming Grant Funding Deadlines
 



We must act

To take advantage of the once in a generation funding 
offered through the BIL, we must apply when discretionary 

grant opportunities are open



U.S. DOT Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program

Program Purpose: To provide early-stage development assistance for rural and tribal infrastructure 
projects. Funds can be used to hire staff, procure advisory assistance for financial, technical 
and/or legal assistance related to evaluate and develop projects that qualify for certain 
federal funding and financing programs such as: TIFIA, RRIF, INFRA, Mega, RAISE, and the 
National Culvert program. $3.4 million is available nationally this round.

Individual awards expected to be $150,000, No Local Match Required.
Cap per state of $320,000 for FY2022 funds and $360,000 for FY2023 funds.

Application Window: Opens 2 pm on August 14, 2023 for 45 days, until September 27.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling (first-come, first-served) basis until available funding is 
expended. View the 4-page Sample Application, online web-based application will be available on the 
program webpage during the application window: 
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/RuralandTribalGrants

Eligible Applicants in CRCOG: Local governments outside of certain urbanized areas are eligible for 
this program, and may include:

1. Andover
2. Columbia
3. Hebron

4. Mansfield
5. Marlborough 

6. Stafford 
7. Willington

https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/financing/tifia
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/financing/rrif
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/infra-grants-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/mega-grant-program
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/raise-application-faqs
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/engineering/hydraulics/culverthyd/aquatic/culvertaop.cfm
https://cms.buildamerica.dot.gov/buildamerica/sites/buildamerica.dot.gov/files/2023-06/Review%20copy%20of%20Application%20questions.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/RuralandTribalGrants


U.S. DOT PROTECT 
(Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation)

Program Purpose: To make transportation infrastructure more resilient to climate change and 
extreme weather events.

Amount Available: $848 million for this discretionary grant program (formula funding is also 
available).

Eligible Applicants: State, CRCOG, Municipality, Others 

Local Match: No required match for Planning Grants, Minimum of 20% for Resilience Grants

Application Deadline: August 18, 2023; Apply on Grants.gov

CTDOT plans to use formula funding to develop a Resilience Improvement Plan for state assets.
CRCOG is considering a joint application with other inland COGs in CT to develop a Resilience 
Improvement Plan for municipal assets.

Visit CRCOG’s BIL Webpage for a summary of this funding opportunity and links to relevant sites.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
https://crcog.org/promoting-resilient-operations-for-transformative-efficient-and-cost-saving-transportation-protect/


U.S. DOT Multimodal Project Discretionary 
Grant Program (MPDG)
Three grants in one application - Mega/INFRA/Rural  

Common Requirements
Application Deadline: August 21, 2023 (11:59 pm); Apply on Grants.gov

Eligible Applicants: State, Municipalities, CRCOG, Others. Each applicant may submit 3 
applications per grant program (Mega, INFRA, Rural) for a total limit of 9 applications.

Network of Projects accepted (a single grant award for multiple projects addressing 
the same transportation problem)

Defining Rural: In CRCOG, projects located outside of the Hartford, CT Urban Area will 
be considered rural.

Visit the Program Webpage for more information. Specific information about each grant 
follows.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/mpdg-program


MPDG National Infrastructure Project Assistance 
Program (Mega)

Program Purpose: To support certain large, complex projects that 
are difficult to fund by other means, and are likely to generate national 
or regional economic, mobility, or safety benefits. Funds can be used 
for development-phase activities and/or construction.

Amount Available: $1.8 billion nationally

Minimum Project Size*: $100 million

Local Match: up to 60% Mega-funds, 40% non-Mega share with total 
federal assistance not to exceed 80%

*When calculating minimum project size, some previously incurred expenses may count 
toward meeting the minimum project size requirement.



MPDG Infrastructure for Rebuilding America 
Program (INFRA)

Program Purpose: To fund multimodal freight and highway projects of national or 
regional significance to improve safety, accessibility, efficiency, and reliability of 
moving people and goods across rural and urban areas. Prioritizes Construction 
Projects.

Amount Available: $3.1 billion nationally

Award Amounts
• Large Projects: $100 million minimum project size*; $25 million minimum award
• Small Projects: Less than $100 million project size*; $5 million minimum award

Local Match: up to 60% INFRA-funds, 40% non-INFRA share with total federal 
assistance not to exceed 80%

*When calculating minimum project size, some previously incurred expenses may count 
toward meeting the minimum project size requirement.



MPDG Rural Surface Transportation Program (Rural)

Program Purpose: To increase connectivity, improve safety and 
reliability of moving people and goods, and generating regional 
economic growth and improving quality of life. Funds both 
Development-Phase Activities and Construction.

Amount Available: $675 million nationally

Local Match: up to 80% Rural-funds, other Federal assistance may 
satisfy the non-Rural share.



U.S. DOT Reconnecting Communities and 
Neighborhoods (RCN)

Two grant programs with one application - Reconnecting Communities Pilot (RCP) and 
Neighborhood Access and Equity (NAE) Programs, collectively referred to as Reconnecting 
Communities and Neighborhoods. 

Program Purpose: To create plans and conduct projects to create greater connections and 
remove barriers in the transportation system.

Eligible Applicants: State, Municipalities, CRCOG, Others - Partnerships are encouraged. 

Application Deadline: Thursday, September 28, 2023 (11:59 pm); Apply online at ValidEval: 
• Community Planning Grants and Regional Partnerships Challenge Grants with planning activities 
• Capital Construction Grants and Regional Partnerships Challenge Grants with construction activities 

Program website

More information about each of the four grant types follows.

https://usg.valideval.com/teams/rcn_planning/signup
https://usg.valideval.com/teams/rcn_capitalconstruction/signup
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/rcnprogram


U.S. DOT Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN)

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation RCN Program Webpage

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/rcnprogram


U.S. DOT Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN)

Disadvantaged Communities: A recent review of the Federal Government’s Climate & 
Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST), the following municipalities in CRCOG include census 
tracts that meet the updated program definition of “economically disadvantaged communities”:

1. East Hartford
2. Enfield
3. Hartford

4. Manchester
5. New Britain
6. Vernon

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/


U.S. DOT Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program

Program Purpose: To restore community connectivity through the removal, retrofit, 
mitigation or replacement of highways, roadways or other infrastructure facilities that create 
barriers to mobility, access, or economic development. Helping disadvantaged communities 
is a priority.

2 Grant Types: 
• Community Planning: Up to $50 million for planning activities to support construction 

projects that allow for innovative community planning to address localized transportation 
challenges.
• Maximum Award: $2 million
• Local Match: Minimum 20% non-Federal source 

• Capital Construction: Up to $148 million to fund both reconnecting-focused projects 
and smaller projects focused on reducing environmental harm and improving access in 
disadvantaged communities. Facility Owner must apply or be a Joint Applicant.
• Minimum Award: $5 million 
• Local Match: RCP funds may not exceed 50%; other Federal assistance may be used 

to satisfy up to 80%; local match minimum 20% required.



U.S. DOT Neighborhood Access and Equity Program (NAE)

Program Purpose: Funds planning, construction, and technical assistance for projects that improve 
walkability, safety, and affordable access; mitigate or remediate negative impacts on the human or 
natural environment from surface transportation facilities in disadvantaged communities; planning and 
capacity building activities in disadvantaged or underserved communities.

3 Grant Types:
• Community Planning: Up to $135 million for planning activities to support construction projects 

that allow for innovative community planning to address localized transportation challenges. 
• Capital Construction: Up to $2.57 billion to fund both reconnecting-focused projects and smaller 

projects focused on reducing environmental harm and improving access in disadvantaged 
communities. Facility Owner must apply or be a Joint Applicant. 

• Regional Partnerships Challenge: Up to $450 million is available to incentivize stronger 
partnerships between local governments, Tribal governments, MPOs/RPOs, State DOTs, and non-
profit, private, and community partners to tackle persistent equitable access and mobility challenges, 
as well as greenhouse gas emissions reductions.

No Minimum or Maximum Awards

Local Match: Minimum 20% non-Federal source; may be no match required if project is in a 
disadvantaged or underserved community.



CRCOG Workshops/Seminars

CRCOG is collaborating with local experts to bring pertinent 
information related to federal funding opportunities to assist 
members.

First topic: Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

Guidance about planning, funding, and building electric vehicle 
charging stations. 



DON’T 
FORGET 
ABOUT…



EPA Clean School Bus (CSB) Grant Competition 

Amount Available: $400 million nationally this round.

Program Purpose: To reduce emissions that cause climate change and pollute air by 
replacing existing diesel school buses with low and zero-emission school buses, helping 
address the outsized role that the transportation sector plays in the climate crisis. 

Eligible Applicants: Public school districts, public charter schools, government 
entities that provide bus service, eligible contractors that sell or finance clean school 
buses, nonprofit school transportation associations, Tribes.

No cost sharing or matching is required.

Application Deadline: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 (11:59 pm); Apply online at 
Grants.gov

More information is available on EPA’s Program Webpage and CRCOG’s BIL Webpage. 

https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants
https://crcog.org/clean-school-bus-grant-program/


Project Screening

Send us your projects and we will help find available federal 
funding opportunities.

Call or e-mail Elizabeth Sanderson: 
esanderson@crcog.org  Office: 860-724-4701

mailto:esanderson@crcog.org


OTHER PROGRAMS 
WE ARE WATCHING



U.S. DOT Bridge Investment Program

Anticipated to be released in Summer 2023

FHWA has resources available related to Bridge Bundling, including:

▪ Bridge Bundling Guide Book Presentation: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/pdfs/alternative_project_delivery/bridg
e_bundling_guidebook_presentation_070219.pdf

▪ Bridge Bundling Guide Book: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/pdfs/alternative_project_delivery/bridg
e_bundling_guidebook_070219.pdf

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/pdfs/alternative_project_delivery/bridge_bundling_guidebook_presentation_070219.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/pdfs/alternative_project_delivery/bridge_bundling_guidebook_presentation_070219.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/pdfs/alternative_project_delivery/bridge_bundling_guidebook_070219.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/pdfs/alternative_project_delivery/bridge_bundling_guidebook_070219.pdf


THANK YOU



4. Staff Report

• Welcome New Staff

• 60 Seconds for Safety (posted*)

• IIJA/BIL Update

• LOTCIP Quarterly Report (posted*)

• Funding Reallocation to Carbon Reduction Program

• Executive Director Update

• Other 

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.
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• CRCOG staff recommends 
that $6.2  million for the Berlin Turnpike 
Signal project with  Connected Vehicle 
technology be  reassigned to the new 
Carbon Reduction Program

• The Carbon Reduction Program is one of 
many new federal formula programs 
under IIJA

• These new programs have strict project 
eligibility requirements

• To ensure funding does not lapse, it is 
necessary to initially seed these new 
programs with projects that are already 
in development

• CRCOG has worked with CTDOT to 
identify this as the first project to utilize 
this funding in the state
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4. Staff Report

• Welcome New Staff

• 60 Seconds for Safety (posted*)

• IIJA/BIL Update

• LOTCIP Quarterly Report (posted*)

• Funding Reallocation to Carbon Reduction Program

• Executive Director Update

• Other

• Vision Zero Update

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.

• CRCOG is awaiting FHWA execution 
of our SS4A Action Grant to update 
the Regional Transportation Safety Plan

• As part of this update, CRCOG will be 
developing a Vision Zero Task Force

• Staff aims to present a draft Task Force 
framework to the Transportation 
Committee in September and Policy 
Board in October, which is anticipated to 
include:
• Purpose
• Membership
• Length of membership term
• Roles and responsibilities
• Decision making process
• Initial meeting topics and schedule

• CRCOG will likely soon be looking for 
members to serve on the Task Force
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6. Correction of 
Department of 

Housing and Urban 
Development 

Consultant 
(posted*)

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.



7. Acceptance of 
the 2023-2024 

Regional Services 
Grant (posted*)

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.
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Solicitation 
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10. Adjourn

Next Meeting:
September 18, 2023

(hybrid)

To submit a question or comment in writing,
please send a message to Cara Radzins via chat.

1. Roll Call

2. Public Forum

3. Adoption off Minutes: Transportation Committee Meeting on June 26, 
2023 (posted*)

4. Staff Report

• Welcome New Staff

• 60 Seconds for Safety (posted*)

• IIJA/BIL Update

• LOTCIP Quarterly Report (posted*)

• Funding Reallocation to Carbon Reduction Program

• Executive Director Update

• Other

5. TIP Amendments (posted*)

6. Correction of Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Consultant (posted*)

7. Acceptance of the 2023-2024 Regional Services Grant (posted*)

8. 2024 LOTCIP Solicitation Financial Analysis (posted*)

9. Other Business

10.Adjourn


	Slide 1: Welcome to a CRCOG Zoom Meeting     Transportation Committee *Acting on Behalf of the Policy Board*
	Slide 2: 1. Roll Call
	Slide 3: 2. Public Forum
	Slide 4: 3. Adoption Of Minutes
	Slide 5: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 6: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 7: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 30: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 31: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 32: 4. Staff Report
	Slide 33: 5. TIP Amendments
	Slide 34: 5. TIP Amendments
	Slide 35: 5. TIP Amendments
	Slide 36: 6. Correction of Department of Housing and Urban Development Consultant (posted*)
	Slide 37: 7. Acceptance of the 2023-2024 Regional Services Grant (posted*)
	Slide 38: 8. 2024 LOTCIP Solicitation Financial Analysis (posted*)
	Slide 39: 8. 2024 LOTCIP Solicitation Financial Analysis (posted*)
	Slide 40: 9. Other Business
	Slide 41: 10. Adjourn  Next Meeting: September 18, 2023 (hybrid)

