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To: CRCOG Transportation Committee
From: Anaka Maher, Senior Transportation Planner
CC: Rob Aloise, Director of Transportation Planning
Cara Radzins, Deputy Director of Transportation Planning
Date: October 13, 2023

Subject: CTDOT Complete Streets Design Criteria

On September 1, 2023 three new CTDOT controlling design criteria, collectively known
as the Complete Streets controlling design criteria, went into effect for CTDOT projects
with the goal of ensuring that bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities will be included in
the planning and design of CTDOT transportation projects.

CTDOT has indicated to CRCOG that the Complete Streets controlling design criteria will
not apply to Local Transportation Capital Improvement Program (LOTCIP) or
Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside funded projects.

For projects where these criteria apply, Figures 1 and 2 demonstrate CRCOG’s
understanding of the minimum requirements for bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities.
Design exception approvals from CTDOT’s Chief Engineer will be required for any
projects to advance that do not meet these requirements.

In general*, each criterion applies to the following areas:

e Pedestrian Facilities must be included in urbanized areas, urban clusters, rural
town centers, or pedestrian safety zones where pedestrians are legally allowed.

e Bicycle Facilities must be included on all roadways except those functionally
classified as local.

e Transit Facilities must be included for projects in areas of transit stops. Projects
within a quarter mile from local fixed-route service or 2.5 miles from commuter
bus fixed-route service stops must be coordinated with the Bureau of Public
Transportation’s Offices of Transit and Ridesharing and Rails.

*For more detailed information the directive can be accessed at:
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DOT/documents/AEC/ECD-2023-
8 Complete Streets Controlling Design Criteria final sah.pdf
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Figure 1: Minimum Pedestrian Requirements, Minimum Bicycle Requirements

Minimum 5' wide sidewalk for Minimum 5' wide shoulder for bikes (in each
peds (on both sides of the road) direction, not necessarily on each side of the road)

Additional Notes

- Pedestrian Facilities may include sidewalks, shared use paths, or side paths

- Bicycle facilities may include paved outside shoulders, bicycle lanes, buffered bicycle lanes, separated bicycle lanes,
side paths, or shared use paths

- Marked crosswalks shall be provided across every leg of an intersection with a traffic signal where sidewalks are either
present or proposed

- lllumination shall be provided for marked crosswalks on all State roads

- An activated "No Turn on Red" sign shall be used where an intersection is controlled by a traffic control signal with
permissive right turn on red movements for vehicles that will cross a marked crosswalk

Figure 2: Minimum Bicycle Requirements for High Speed/Volume Roads,
Minimum Transit Requirements

A shelter or bench is required at

llluminated crosswalks transit stops with high levels of
boarding per day or low levels of
Crosswalks are required within frequency of service
400' of an existing or proposed lllumination shall be provided at all
transit stop Existing transit stops shall comply transit stops
with ADA requirements /

Buffered bike lanes on both sides of the street (when speeds are greater than 40mph or ADT is greater than 18,000




