
Route 44 Corridor Study 
Canton, CT
October 16, 2023
2nd Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting

Existing Conditions Update



Route 44 Corridor 
Meeting Agenda
 Welcome and Introductions

 Existing Conditions Presentation
– Summary
– Findings
– Issues Observed
– Public Engagement

• Public Survey

 Discussion

 Trail Project Status

 Next Steps
– Public Information Meeting #1



Route 44 Corridor Future

 Multimodal transportation vision 
for future of corridor and 
new development
– Design Village Districts - Form-based 

code
– Compact, walkable development
– Farmington River Trail
– Improve access to public 

transportation

 Transform Route 44 to support this 
new vision



Traffic Observations

 High speeds and weaving 
movements

 Morning queues on Dowd Ave to 
turn right onto US-44; 15-20 
vehicles long at times

 No left-turn lane from US-44 to 
Dowd Ave, drivers weaving around 
those stopped for left turn

 Typical traffic conditions for this 
type of corridor



Traffic Counts

 Do we have anything to insert?



Traffic Counts/Volumes



Traffic Counts/Volumes







Capacity Analyses

 Evaluate existing conditions and 
various alternatives

 Study Area:
– 6 Signalized Intersections
– Other key locations affected by 

improvement alternatives

 Synchro Software
– Industry standard for analysis of 

signalized intersections
– Less effective for analyzing:

• Roundabouts
• Intersections with complex geometry
• Interactions between signalized and 

unsignalized intersections



Capacity Analyses - Results

 Do we have a table?



Safety
 Connecticut Crash Data 

Repository Data 
(2018-2022)
– 376 crashes on Route 44 and 

Dowd Avenue
• 55% intersections
• 20% angle
• 48% rear end

– 67 fatal and injury crashes 
• 63% at intersections
• 43% angle
• 36% rear end

– 1 fatality on Route 44 
(Pedestrian in 2018) just west 
of Canton Valley Circle



Pedestrians and Bicyclists



Observations:
Pedestrians and Bicyclists
 Low pedestrian activity along US-44 & Dowd 

Ave, higher in Shops at Farmington Valley

 Observed person walking in the shoulder of 
US-44 from Avon west through Canton

 RRFBs assist with crossing Dowd Ave

 Limited activity on Farmington River Trail on 
this weekday; one bicyclist

 Canton Village Shops has no defined 
pedestrian path from US-44 to Dowd Ave

 US-44 between Canton Village Shops and 
Lovely St – some sidewalk in poor condition, 
lack of grass strip buffer in some areas



Pedestrian 
Infrastructure:
Sidewalks



Pedestrian 
Infrastructure:
Crosswalks



Pedestrian 
Infrastructure:
Curb Ramps



Bicycle 
Accommodations



Bicycle 
Suitability 
(From CT Active
Transportation
Plan)



Public Transportation



Notes:
Public Transportation
 Three express bus routes that travel through 

Canton: 901, 926, 927

 Weekday service only

 Frequency – 9 round trips per day:
– 3 buses to Canton in AM, 6 in PM
– 5 buses from Canton in AM, 4 in PM

 Three bus stop pairs in the study area:
– US-44 at Secret Lake Road
– US-44 at Lovely Street/Lawton Road
– US-44 at Dowd Avenue



Transit
Infrastructure



Public Outreach
 Pop-up at Collinsville Farmer’s Market, 

October 1
– Promotion of project, map comments, public 

survey, visibility
– Interacted with around 20-30 people

 Public Survey
– Online survey promoted on websites, social 

media, flyers
– 75 responses as of October 10
– Keep open until at least public meeting

 Public Meeting
– Canton Community Center December 5 or 7
– Present existing conditions
– Hybrid meeting as equipment allows



Stakeholder Interviews
 Shops at Farmington Valley
 Avon/Canton Chamber of Commerce
 Canton Village Shops
 Mitchell Subaru
 Bike Walk Canton
 Transit Users
 Favarh – The Arc of Farmington Valley
 Farmington Valley Trail Council
 Towns of Avon and Simsbury



Opportunities East End

 Crossing Route 44 with 
Vulnerable Users – Safest 
Opportunity?

 Pedestrian Bridge

 Pedestrian Tunnel

 Traffic Signals
– At Crossing
– Adjacent Locations

 Multilane Roundabout



Next Steps

 Completion of Existing Conditions

 Technical Memorandum

 Future Conditions Assessment

 Public Information Meeting – December 5 or 7



Project Schedule
# Task Dates

1 Kick-off and Project Management June 2023, ongoing

2 Stakeholder and Public Outreach June 2023–September 2024

3 Data Collection June - July 2023

4 Assessment of Existing Conditions August-October 2023

5 Assessment of Future Conditions October -November 2023

6 Identification and Analysis of Alternatives December 2023 - March 2024

7 Development of Transportation Improvement and 
Development Management Plan

April 2024–June 2024



Major Traffic Generators
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