
Advisory Committee
Meeting #7 
February 28, 2024

crcog.org/capitol-region-ecg-study/

Note: Meeting is recorded and will be posted online



Agenda
• General Project Updates
• Bloomfield
• Griffin Line Rail-with-Trail Feasibility 

Memorandum Summary
• Hartford Screening Results
• Advisory Committee Discussion
• Next Meetings and Next Steps

• Public Outreach 
• Public Comment



Project Updates

Griffin Line

MAY



Study Area Status

Complete 
– JAN ‘24

Preferred alignment selected
by Trails Committee – 2/23/24

Preferred alignment selected
by Mayor – Fall 2023
(Alt C7, Silver Lane, see AC5 
10/25/23 Presentation)

Griffin Line Rail-with-Trail Memo: 
Draft report completed FEB ‘24

Hartford – Bloomfield Center 
Screening: Completed FEB ‘24



Simsbury
January 2024 – Finalize and 
received CRCOG Approvals

Suggested Schedule in Report: 
Design: 2024 - 2026
Construction: 2027 - 2028



Bloomfield



Bloomfield 
Alignment 
Alternatives   
& Scoring 
Summary 
(Summer 2023)

DRAFT



DRAFT

N-1: 
128.7 N-2: 

136.2

Bloomfield 
Alignment 
Alternatives   
& Scoring 
Summary 
(Winter 2024)

Potential future
Connections to
Filley Park, Library
and Town Hall



Bloomfield 
Route 
Alternatives 
Short List 
(Winter 2024)

DRAFT

S-1Alt: 
106.3

S-2: 
100.7

S-1: 
105.8



Bloomfield 
Evaluation 
Matrix
(Winter 2024)

Reservoir 
Route

Griffin Line Copaco 
Route

Keney Park 
Rt.

Griffin Line

N-1 N-2 S-1a S-1b S-2
N1BC-Score N2-Score S1B-Score S3B-Score S2-Score

Score Score Score Score Score
Off-Road

15.00 Linear feet of fully separated facility (greater than 
50ft) ft

14.2 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0

15.00 Proportion of fully separated facility (greater than 
50ft) %

9.6 15.0 8.5 11.6 9.5

Traffic Safety
10.00 # of Driveway Crossings 6.2 10.0 3.1 3.8 10.0
10.00 # of At-Grade Roadway Crossings 10.0 10.0 2.7 2.7 10.0
10.00 Sum of ADT Crossed (default = 1,000 if no volume 

listed) (0-10)
10.0 7.1 10.0 2.5 10.0

Connectivity
5.00 Population within 1/4 Mile 2.4 2.4 2.0 4.8 0.0
5.00 Employment within 1/4 Mile 0.0 0.0 5.0 2.4 3.6
3.00 Parks within 1/4 Mile 2.5 0.0 0.3 1.3 0.0
3.00 Commercial Area within 1/4 Mile 3.0 3.0 3.0 0.1 0.2
5.00 Total Distance (non-circuitous) 4.8 5.0 2.4 1.6 5.0
3.00 Seasonal/Time of Day Closures 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
3.00 Transit Ridership 2.0 2.0 3.0 0.8 0.0
3.00 Elevation Gain 2.0 3.0 2.3 2.3 3.0

Equity
20.00 Equitable Transportation Community Data 20.0 20.0 11.1 20.0 1.1
10.00 EJ Population 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Environment
7.00 Linear feet of trail within 10-ft of wetlands 5.7 7.0 6.5 7.0 0.0
7.00 Linear distance of trail within 10ft of 100 year 

floodplain
7.0 5.0 3.6 3.6 0.0

6.00 Linear distance of trail that crosses NDDB Areas 0.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0

Personal Security
4.00 Average Distance to Access/Egress point 3.8 0.0 2.4 2.9 0.0
2.00 Max Distance to Access/Egress Point 1.4 0.0 1.4 2.0 1.6
4.00 Aesthetic 3.0 2.7 2.4 2.6 2.7

Right-of-Way
10.00 Level of ROW Coordination 8.8 10.0 5.7 5.0 10.0

Cost
10.00 Total Length to be Constructed 9.4 10.0 6.3 5.2 10.0

Total Score 170.00 128.7 136.2 105.8 106.3 100.7

South Bloomfield North Bloomfield Criteria Available Points Scoring Rubric

* *
*

**

* - significant revisions 

*
*

*
S-2 “Cost” does not include 
potential bridge over Rt. 218



Opinion of Probable Cost - DRAFT
Day Hill Road to 
Bloomfield Center: 
$9.9M

Bloomfield Center to 
Hartford (S1 - Copaco) or 
Windsor (S1 – Rockwell):
$7.1-7.6M

TOTAL:
$17 - $17.5 M  

(Subject to Change)

OR



Griffin Line Update 



Griffin Line
Draft submitted for review by 
CTDOT, City of Hartford, iQuilt, ECGA 
earlier in February



Griffin Line



Plainfield Street

Park Avenue

Garden Street



Notable
Constraints

Woodland Street Bridge

Albany Avenue Bridge

Eversource Easement and Transmission Pylons

Surface Water, Wetlands, 
and Floodplains

Hawk Drive / UHart Campus

Surface Water, Wetlands, 
and Floodplains

Adjacent Buildings

20 Sargeant Street



Alternatives Evaluated
• Northeast 

Alternative

• Southwest 
Alternative

• Homestead 
/ Mark 
Twain 
Alternative
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Preferred Alternative
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Preferred Alternative

DRAFT



Fencing – CTDOT 2023 Guidelines



Fencing

While fencing can provide safety benefits and reduce 
trespassing, it also can reduce visibility. It is often

important to maintain visual access to the trail corridor 
from adjacent land uses so that portions of the

trail do not become isolated from public view. This is 
especially true in areas where perceived or actual

levels of crime are high. Fence design in these instances 
should not block visual access to the trail

corridor; a shorter height or transparent fencing style, 
such as chain-link, may be appropriate.

- Federal Railroad Administration, Rail-with-Trail Guide



Fencing

While fencing can provide safety benefits and reduce 
trespassing, it also can reduce visibility. It is often

important to maintain visual access to the trail corridor 
from adjacent land uses so that portions of the

trail do not become isolated from public view. This is 
especially true in areas where perceived or actual

levels of crime are high. Fence design in these 
instances should not block visual access to the trail

corridor; a shorter height or transparent fencing style, 
such as chain-link, may be appropriate.

- Federal Railroad Administration, Rail-with-Trail Guide



Fencing

The Guide also recognizes that vegetation, drainage 
ditches and/or vertical separation, where trails

are located 10-feet or more higher than the adjacent rail 
line, all can reduce the concern for trespassing on the

rail line, and similarly reduce the need for tall fencing or 
any fencing at all (Rail-with-Trail Guide, pg. 56)



Fencing



Preferred Alternative



Hartford 
Screening Results



Griffin Line
For the Hartford – Bloomfield Gap, our 
shortlist includes:

1) Best Griffin Line option
2) Next best alternative



Hartford Screening Results
Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Gap Study
DRAFT Hartford-Bloomfield Evaluation Matrix - February 27, 2024

Griffin Line 
Segments? Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

HB-S1 HB-S2a HB-S2b HB-C1a HB-C1b HB-C2a HB-C2b HB-C3a HB-C3b HB-N1 HB-N2
Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score

Off-Road 30.00 22.0 22.5 22.3 26.3 25.9 25.4 25.2 25.2 25.0 25.1 24.9
Traffic Safety 30.00 10.0 1.9 0.3 26.0 26.4 18.0 18.4 16.4 16.8 28.1 26.6
Connectivity 30.00 24.3 22.2 22.8 23.8 16.7 22.3 15.8 22.2 15.8 8.2 8.4
Equity 30.00 8.0 25.0 25.0 6.2 11.2 25.8 29.4 25.9 29.5 12.6 12.6
Environment 20.00 14.2 13.7 13.5 14.5 11.2 14.0 10.6 13.8 10.5 4.4 4.2
Personal Security 10.00 6.8 8.9 8.5 6.3 5.0 8.9 8.0 8.4 7.5 4.0 3.3
Right-of-Way 10.00 10.0 9.7 2.3 8.4 7.9 7.9 7.4 0.5 0.0 9.8 2.5
Cost 10.00 5.8 0.0 0.2 8.8 7.9 2.9 2.0 3.1 2.2 9.8 10.0
Economic Opportunity

Total Score 170.00 101.1 103.9 95.0 120.2 112.2 125.2 116.8 115.6 107.2 102.1 92.4

Northern Alignments 
(via CT River Trail)

Criteria Southern Alignments (West End) Central Alignments (Griffin Line South of Route 44)

Available 
Points



Hartford Screening Results

Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Gap Study
DRAFT Hartford-Bloomfield Evaluation Matrix - February 27, 2024

Griffin Line 
Segments? Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

HB-S1 HB-S2a HB-S2b HB-C1a HB-C1b HB-C2a HB-C2b HB-C3a HB-C3b HB-N1 HB-N2
Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score

Off-Road 30.00 22.0 22.5 22.3 26.3 25.9 25.4 25.2 25.2 25.0 25.1 24.9
Traffic Safety 30.00 10.0 1.9 0.3 26.0 26.4 18.0 18.4 16.4 16.8 28.1 26.6
Connectivity 30.00 24.3 22.2 22.8 23.8 16.7 22.3 15.8 22.2 15.8 8.2 8.4
Equity 30.00 8.0 25.0 25.0 6.2 11.2 25.8 29.4 25.9 29.5 12.6 12.6
Environment 20.00 14.2 13.7 13.5 14.5 11.2 14.0 10.6 13.8 10.5 4.4 4.2
Personal Security 10.00 6.8 8.9 8.5 6.3 5.0 8.9 8.0 8.4 7.5 4.0 3.3
Right-of-Way 10.00 10.0 9.7 2.3 8.4 7.9 7.9 7.4 0.5 0.0 9.8 2.5
Cost 10.00 5.8 0.0 0.2 8.8 7.9 2.9 2.0 3.1 2.2 9.8 10.0
Economic Opportunity

Total Score 170.00 101.1 103.9 95.0 120.2 112.2 125.2 116.8 115.6 107.2 102.1 92.4
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(via CT River Trail)
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Downtown Hartford Routing

Bushnell Park

Opportunity for improved connection
between Travelers Plaza and Bushnell Park

Spruce Street

Connection to Transit Hub

Proximate to 
Major Destinations



Downtown Hartford Routing

Staircase

Trail Floods

Major Infrastructure

26% Longer Route
Trail adjacent to roadway



Downtown Hartford Routing

Shared Use Path within
Myrtle Street ROW

Shared Use Path
parking lot (requires 

reconfiguration and minor loss
in parking, DOT-owned land)



Spruce Street

Shared Use Path
parking lot (requires 

reconfiguration and minor loss
in parking, DOT-owned land)

Reconfiguration opportunity 
to improve station circulation?



Downtown Routing – Long Term



Downtown Routing – Long Term



Advisory Committee 
Discussion



Next Meeting and 
Next Steps



Study Area Status

1.7 Miles of New Trail
$13.1M

2.0 Miles of New Trial
$13.3M

Griffin Line Rail-with-Trail Memo: 3.3 Miles New Trail
$30-39M (Tobey Road to Garden Street only)

Garden Street to Bushnell Park: TBD
0.4 Mile

Total Program: $73.9-82.9M +
Total Length New Trail: 13.0 Miles

(Assuming Griffin Line in Hartford, not 
including Garden Street to Bushnell Park 
section not yet accounted for)

6.0 Miles of New Trail
$17.5 M



Next Meetings and Next Steps
• March –

• Newsletter Update
• Pop-up Meetings (x3)

• Draft Final Report – April 17, 2024

• April 27, 2024 – 11:00 – 12:30 – FINAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

• Final Public Meetings – Late April 2024 / Early May 2024

• Municipal Meetings – May 2024



Public Comment



Thank You!

Parker Sorenson, PE
psorenson@fhistudio.com
860-256-4905

Caitlin Palmer
cpalmer@crcog.org
860-724-4435

Thank You!

mailto:psorenson@fhistudio.com
mailto:cpalmer@crcog.org
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