CRCOG &5 o

RESOLUTION FOR ENDORSEMENT OF THE
GREATER HARTFORD MOBILITY STUDY

‘ ‘ ; R E A I E R WHEREAS, the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) has been designated
as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Capitol Region, and the CRCOG

Policy Board serves as the MPO; and

WHEREAS, the Connecticut Departmemt of Transportation (CTDOT) conducted the
Greater Hartford Mobility Study, a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study,
“to create a vibrant, equitable, and accessible regional transportation system by

redefining transportation infrastructure to prioritize safety, convenience, and

accessibility for all residents and visitors in the Greater Hartford region”™; and
WHEREAS, CTDOT and the Consultant team met with CRCOG staff throughout the
study effort to provide updates and opportunity for input; and

WHEREAS, CTDOT and the Consultant teamworked with community stakeholdersand
the public throughout the study through engagement strategies such as an interactive
website, bilingual communications, and targeted outreach to historically overlooked
communities; and

WHEREAS, CRCOG staff reviewed the core components of this study and found the
overall study recommendations to be in alignment with the major deficiencies and goals
identified in the CRCOG's Metropolitan Transportation Plan and regional sustainability
and equity priorities; and

°
WHEREAS, CRCOG staff presented to the CRCOG Transportation Committee the
reviewed information, comments on the study from CRCOG staff and Transportation

Committee members, and comment responses from CTDOT; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the (':lpilnl Region Council of
(.m ernments lim-- herby --ndurw the .uh.un-m: nt nf the l’nnr ms z]ur mmpunvul\ of the

ale Mobility S y dated
[)rn nﬂu T ’il 23 tothe NEPA fl’nlnnm.m Design I'h.m and lln .ni\.mn sment of the early
action and mid-term recommendations of the Implementation Plan to the STIP/TIP

process.
L]
CERTIFICATE
I certify the above is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Policy Board at its meeting
held on May 22, 2024.
BY: DATE:

Jason Bowsza, Secretary

Andover | Avoa | Berlin | Bloom(ie M | Bokon | Canton | Colambia | Cove ntry | Fast Granby | Fast Hartford | Fast Wind sor |
Elington | Eaficld | Farmington | Glastonbury | Grasdy | Hartford | Hebron | Manchester | Manaficld | MarBorosgh |
New Rritain | Newinglon | Pamnvile | Rocky Hil | Smabary | Some s | South Windsor | Southington | S2aflord | Suffeld |

Prepared by CRCOG Staff for June 2024 CRCOG Policy Board Meeting




CRCOG Coordination Efforts on GHMS

* Monthly CRCOG — CTDOT Coordination Meetings
throughout the study

* Discussion at Transportation Committee Meetings

* CTDOT Presentation-June 2023
CRCOG Staff Review Memo-February 2024
CRCOG Project List Summary-February 2024
Alignment with CRCOG MTP Goals-March 2024
CRCOG Comments-CTDOT Responses-Mar/Apr 2024

* CRCOG TC recommends Policy Board approval of
Resolution of Support — April 22, 2024

* CRCOG Policy Board Meeting:
Resolution of Support —June 26, 2024
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CRCOG Coordination Efforts on GHMS

* Monthly CRCOG — CTDOT Coordination Meetings CRCOG 258 mar: o
throughout the study

To: CRCOG Transportation Committee

* Discussion at Transportation Committee Meetings bt Gt ol

. The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) has released the final
documents for the Greater Hartford Mobility Study (GHMS). This Planning and
i CTDOT P rese ntat I 0 n -June 2023 Environmental Linkages (PEL) study assessed an array of Al!e}i’ll:\li\'ﬁs‘ aimed at
E transportation issues within the Greater Hartford area. The final documents

are available at https://hartfordmobilitv.com/. In addition to the Final PEL Report,
Appendix L outlines the Implementation Plan for the recommendations, and Appendix J

C RCO G St aff R evi ew M emo- Fe b rua ry 2 0 2 4 details and analyzes the alternatives that were considered as a part of this effort.

CRCOG staff has reviewed the final documents and has prepared summary documents to
t our member municipalities in understanding not only how recommendations
within the study could impact individual communities but also how the recommendations

CRCOG Project List Summary-February 2024

« GHMS Project List (.x1sx): Table of all projects from the Implementation Plan
(Appendix L). Sortable by a variety of attributes including mode, timeli

. . municipality, and order of magnitude cost. The corresponding page in Appendix

A I h R M T P I M h 2 24 J is noted for each p:ojccl for those interested in viewing pmjncl details. NOTE:

Ig n I I Ie n WI Oa S- arC CRCOG staff has questions about the highlighted cells in this table. These
questions can be found in the list of comments linked below.

. zumn_zwmumu Table of CRCOG staff's assessment of how

the primary long-term projects address (or do not address) the major modal issues
C R CO G CO m m e nts_ CT D OT Re S O n S e S_ Mar A r 2024 and deficiencies identified in CRCOG’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)
as well as regional priorities related to sustainability and equity.
* CRCOG Staff Comments (PDF): Questions and comments from CRCOG staff

that will be submitted to CTDOT dllll lhr- (vll\d\ slml\ tmnl for response. NO ]
by hav that they

° C RCOG TC recommen d S Pol | Cy Boa rd a p p rova | Of ulfm.mkk.,lsg.md with CTOOT, plotive send them to Ancke Maher of

@

. . CRCOG staff will prepare a draft resolution of support for the Greater Hartford Mobility
Re S O I u t I 0 n Of S u O rt — A rI/ 22 2 024 Study to be reviewed by the Transportation Committee at its meeting on March 25. This
) resolution will be modified as needed based on Committee input and will be brought to

the Policy Board for action.

* CRCOG Policy Board Meeting: T Bl

. Andover | Avon | Berlin | Bloomfield | Balton | Canton | Columbia | Coventry | East Granby | East Hartford | East
es O u t I O n O l I 0 rt — un e Windsor | Ellington | Enfield | Farmington | Glastonbury | Granby | Hartford | Hebron | Manchester | Mansfield
) Marlborough | New Bri cwington | Plaiaville | Rocky Hill | Simsbury | South Windsor | Southington | Stafford

i
Suffield | Somers | Tolland | Vernon | West Hartford | Wethersfield | Willington | Windsor | Windsor Locks
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A Impl i - Anticipated Order of Appendix] | Appendix ]
Mode |  Proiect [ | Timeframe ~| "WP(-| Munidpalityles’ | Sponsor | |e.; ofacti - |Magnitude G- | Page# - | PDF Page -
Bicycle and Capital |Hartford, West x %
: Early Actior Wi CatEx 5888 i3]
PedEarar Complete and Impr Early n Project [Barttord 10“.“ of West al ot
Bicycle and Capital Town of
2 PedestrialEaly / Wetherst at i 5
Pedestrian | COElete PedestrigEarly Action Project Netherstield Wetherstield CatEx 3 ooVt 354
Bicycle and Capital Town of =
) s : Windsor
Pedastring. Complete Pedestria Early Action Project ‘indsor W CatEx s coedx 5
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Service along
CTiransit Route #30,
Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) Expansion:
North Corridor

there needs to be a direct, reiatively high speed, transit link between Downtown Hartford an|
the Bradley International Airpart. There isn't a region that's progressive and active in the world|
that isn't putting a direct, non-automobile fink between its center and its major airport. Both for,
the benefit of Bradley and the benefit of Hartford and the region.

eate ord d
PO COG CO
pdated 0
# | Project/Program Comment CTDOT response
1 [ Main Street Complete [The "Main Street Complete Streets, East Hartford” project (Early Action) appears in the|"Main Street Complete Streets, East Hartford” was
Streets, East Hartford |Implementation Pian but is not in Appendix J. It would be helpful to have more details about this|developed in response to a request from the Town after the
project. "Complete Pedesirian Faciliies along Main Street, East Hartford” does appear in both|publication of Appendix J. The Department's PDU is
the Implementation Plan and Appendix J, but it is unclear if this is a separate project or ihis project and the Town
combined with the Complete Streets item "Complete Ped.... Main Street, East Hartford” refers (o the
segment of Main Street west of Route 5, which becomes
Ellington Road. This section on Main Street does not have
sidewalks despite reasonable transit ridership, It is about .5
to 1 mille rorth of the limits for Main Street - Complete
Streets
2 Station Parking  |Appendix J notes thal this Early Action item was “combined with the Bus alemative.” IU's|This refers to Support for TOD (Rail and Bus) listed in the
Redevelopment to  |unclear which project this is referencing. Please clarify Bus Altematives.
Further Support TOD
3 Off-Street| The Plan notes that CRCOG is the Sponsor for "Reconfigure Ofi-Street|Noted
Parking Parking™ in Hartford. This appears to be an error and should be corrected to the Gity of Hartford
10 align with Appendix J.
4| Reglonal Traffic | This Early Action item is listed In the Implementation Plan but does not appear in Appendix J. 11| This recommendation was inadvertently omitied from
Calming Framework |would be helpful to have more details about this project or clarification If it appears as a subset| Appendix J.
of a different project in Appendix J.
5 | Route 5/15 (Berlin |We were surprised thal (his project from Appendix J was not Included in the This was amitted from the
Turnpike) Bike and |Plan. Please confirm If this was an eror or supply rationale for iis exclusion. CRCOG is(implementation Plan.
Pedestrian Facilites |pursuing a RAISE Planning Grant for this project with the support of CTDOT.
3 General It would be very helpful 1o have a clearer understanding of the relalionship between the projects| This will be provided
described in Appendix J and the projects included in the Implementation Plan. Please provide a)
list of all projects from Appendix J and their outcome (included for implementation, excluded
combined with another project, etc.). It will be important for our municipalities to understand no
only what projects are included for them but also which are not being moved forward (and why).
14| Cap-91, Hartford |Draft images in the PEL Report and Appendix J show the I-91 cap as approximately 1 mile|Noted
long, starting just south of the Whitehead Highway and extending north to the Riverside Park
Overpass. We ask that in the upcoming NEPA phase to nol limil the extent of the capping fo|
these boundaries and to explore potential for a longer cap on |-1
i5 General (A member comment from the March 2024 CRCOG Transportation Gommitiee Meeting Is that| Noted GHMS reviewed allemative transil modes o bus in
there should be consideration of how an equal expenditure on mass transit would benefil the|several corridors and found that the lack of land use density
region. What would that do for the region and what would that provide? While the GHMS plan|within the region is a barrier to cost-effective heavy transit.
does alot for transit and it does a lot for mobility, it still relies on a bus system in this region that
may not be the best form of transit that will allow us to compete with all the other regions in the|
country.
16 Bulkeley Bridge  |A member comment from the March 2024 CRCOG Transportation Committee Meeting is that| The recommendations include a proposed dedicated transit
with the large amount of space that could be reclaimed from the Bulkeley Bridge, there could| facility across the Bulkeley Bridge.
be an opportunity to add a light rail connection that would provide more types of iransit options|
to our region. It seems like as a country we're really far behind in transit options, Transit would|
be more applicable than bike ped components for people traveling long distance.
17| Enhance Airport |A member comment from the March 2024 CRCOG Transportation Commitiee Meeting is that| This option has been discussed and analyzed within the

study. Based on the unique calchment area and regional
land use, the effectiveness of such a connection would be
limited, Effective improvements to the bus service, including
the North Corridor BRT recommendations, combined with
the new Hartford Line connections represent a more cost-
effective version thal better serves all users of the airport
Notably, many lower income residents of North Hartford that
work in and around the airport. This is another example
where the routing flexibility of BRT provides a more cost
effective option 1o light rail.
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CAPITOL REGION '
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS H60.572.221 reh ST 3 F., Hartfard, CF 06103 | ercog.org

RESOLUTION FOR ENDORSEMENT OF THE
GREATER HARTFORD MOBILITY STUDY

WHEREAS, the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) has been designated
as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Capitol Region, and the CRCOG
Policy Board serves as the MPO; and

WHEREAS, the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) conducted the
Greater Hartford Mobility Study, a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study,
“to create a vibrant, equitable, and accessible regional transportation system by
redefining transportation infrastructure to prioritize safety, convenience, and
accessibility for all residents and visitors in the Greater Hartford region”; and

WHEREAS, CTDOT and the Consultant team met with CRCOG staff throughout the
study effort to provide updates and opportunity for input; and

WHEREAS, CTDOT and the Consultant team worked withcommunity stakeholders and
the public throughout the study through engagement strategies such as an interactive
website, bilingual communications, and targeted outreach to historically overlooked
communities; and

WHEREAS, CRCOG staff reviewed the core components of this study and found the
overall study recommendations to be in alignment with the major deficiencies and goals
identified in the CRCOG’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan and regional sustainability
and equity priorities; and

WHEREAS, CRCOG staff presented to the CRCOG Transportation Committee the
reviewed information, comments on the study from CRCOG staff and Transportation
Committee members, and comment responses from CTDOT; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Capitol Region Council of
Governments does herby endorse the advancement of the four major components of the
Greater Hartford Mobility Study: Planning and Environmental Linkages Study dated
December 2023 tothe NEPA/Preliminary Design Phase and the advancement of the early

action and mid-term r lations of the 1 ation Plan to the STIP/TIP
process.

CERTIFICATE

1 certify the above is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Policy Board at its meeting
held on May 22, 2024,

BY: DATE:

Jason Bowsza, Secretary

Andover | Avon | Berlin | Bloomfield | Bolton | Canton | Colimbia | Coventry | Ea East Hartford |

Ellington | Enfield | Farmington | Glastonbury | Granby | Hartford | Hebron | Ma er | Mansfield | Ma

New Britain | Newington | Phainville | Rocky Hill | Simsbury | S uth Windsor | Southington | Stafford | Suffield |
Tolland | Vernon | West Hartford | We ngton | Windsor | Windsor Locks
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Attached Resolution

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Capitol
Region Council of Governments does herby endorse the
advancement of the four major components of the Greater
Hartford Mobility Study: Planning and Environmental Linkages
Study dated December 2023 to the NEPA/Preliminary Design
Phase and the advancement of the early action and mid-term
recommendations of the Implementation Plan to the STIP/TIP
process.
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GHMS Next Steps

* Pace of project advancements will depend on discretionary funding awards.
Discretionary funding already sought for the three Independent Elements

* River Gateway: CTDOT awarded $2M from Reconnecting Communities Grant
for preliminary engineering, environmental documentation, and public

outreach

* Route 2/1-91 Direct Connection: Is currently envisioned to be the element
advanced first of those that do not receive discretionary funding

* Resolution endorsing the Greater Harford Mobility Study



Attached Resolution

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Capitol
Region Council of Governments does herby endorse the
advancement of the four major components of the Greater
Hartford Mobility Study: Planning and Environmental Linkages
Study dated December 2023 to the NEPA/Preliminary Design
Phase and the advancement of the early action and mid-term
recommendations of the Implementation Plan to the STIP/TIP
process.




Questions?

Rob Aloise, Director of Transportation Planning, ralosie@crcog.org

Anaka Maher, Senior Transportation Planner, amaher@crcog.org




